
�
et
al
l,
la
nk

y
Be

ta
ria

n
br
ea
th
ed

in
an
d
sm

ile
d
kn

ow
-

in
g
he

ha
d
do

ne
a
go

od
jo
b.

�
en

he
w
an
de
re
d
o�

to
do

an
ot
he
r.
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ram
p
w
as

dow
n
and

Straw
berry

w
as

si�ing
on

a
deck

chairatthe
bo�om

ofitenjoying
the

outside
air.

A
tall,lanky

Betarian
w
ith

a
briefcase

approached.
“Greetings,m

y
friends!Ihavecom

ew
ith

very
quick

steps
from

the
o�

ce
ofO

�o
to

deliverhis
convivialapprecia-

tionsand
thisbriefcase.Ihave

been
inform

ed
the

cargo
ship

hasdelivered
itscargo

w
hich

isheaded
to

itsdesti-
nation

asw
e
speak.You

have
done

m
ostexcellently

and
w
e
hum

bly
thank

you.”
Straw

berrynoddedandsaid,“Sw
eet!”H

estood,grabbed
hischairandthebriefcase,andm

oveduptheram
p.“N

ono–
it’stim

e
to

head
hom

e!”

∗∗∗

�
e
ram

p
closed

and
slid

into
the

ship
asthe

engines
w
hined

to
life.�

eBetarian
looked

startled
ashethought

he
heard,“N

o
you

don’t!N
otagain!D

on’tyou
dare

not
w
aitforusto

sit–”asthe
ship

leaped
o�

the
landing

pad
and

headed
w
estw

ard.
H
e
thought

he
could

hear
tw

o
voicescryingoutin

pain,butperhapsitw
asjustthew

ind.
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bl
in
ki
ng

lig
ht

in
th
ec

ei
lin

g.
“O

n.
O
n
ag
ai
n.

O
n.

O
n
ag
ai
n.

W
ai
tf
or

it…
O
n
ag
ai
n.”

N
on

o
po

ke
d
Bi
sh
op

an
d
sa
id
,“
Ti
m
e
to

go
!”

Bi
sh
op

st
oo

d
up

an
d
N
on

o
sa
td

ow
n.

N
on

o
gr
ab
be
d

th
e�

ig
ht

co
nt
ro
ls,

re
tra

ct
ed

th
ed

oc
ki
ng

m
od

ul
e,
an
d�

ip
pe
d

th
e
en
gi
ne

on
.S

tra
w
be
rr
y
st
ar
te
d
to

sa
y,
“O

h,
w
ai
t!”

bu
t

th
es

hi
pl
ur
ch
ed
,�
ip
pe
da

nd
lu
rc
he
da

ga
in
an
dt
he
n
ac
ce
l-

er
at
ed

qu
ic
kl
y,
ca
m
e
ar
ou

nd
,a
nd

pu
lle
d
up

pa
ra
lle
lw

ith
th
e
ca
rg
o
sh
ip
.

St
ra
w
be
rr
y
pi
ck
ed

hi
m
se
lf
up

o�
of

Bi
sh
op

.
Bi
sh
op

gr
um

bl
ed
,p

ic
ke
d
hi
m
se
lf
up

o�
of

th
e
�o

or
,a
nd

le
�
th
e

co
ck
pi
tt
o
fe
tc
h
hi
sa

rm
th
at
ha
d
po

pp
ed

o�
an
d
sk
i�
er
ed

aw
ay
. �
e
tri
p
w
as

fa
irl
y
un

ev
en
tfu

l.
N
on

o
pi
lo
te
d.

St
ra
w
-

be
rr
y
tin

ke
re
d
w
ith

th
et
ac
tic

al
co
ns
ol
e.
Bi
sh
op

fo
un

d
an
-

ot
he
rb

lin
ki
ng

lig
ht

to
st
ar
e
at
.

∗∗
∗

Se
ve
ra
lh
ou

rs
la
te
r,
th
ey

ha
d
ar
riv

ed
at
th
ee

xp
or
tp

or
t

on
th
e
ou

ts
ki
rts

of
th
e
ca
pi
ta
lc
ity

of
Be

ta
Ca

lc
ul
us
.�

e
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entire
tim

e.Itw
asdark

and
scary.”Trab

shrugged.
N
ono

pulled
theblanketo�

ofhim
self.“W

herearethe
pirates?”

Straw
berry

asked,“W
here

isthe
dog?”

Ensign
Celeste

looked
atthem

and
w
ondered,“W

hat
pirates?

W
hatdog?

W
hatare

you
talking

about?”
N
ono

said,“W
e
w
ere

sure
thatyou

w
ere

besetby
pi-

rates!Straw
berry

thinksthe
dog

had
a
birthday

party.”
Ensign

Celeste
looked

athim
blankly.

N
ono

sm
iled

and
w
inked.

“A
ha!

You’re
keeping

the
piratesand

dog
a
secret!

Cool!
W
e’llescortyou

back
to

Beta
Calculusnow.”

�
e
m
ustachioed

m
an

said,“�
at’d

be
great!

�
ank

you!”Straw
berry

and
N
ono

le�
the

room
.

Celestem
u�ered,“M

aybew
eshouldn’tgow

ith
them

–
they’re

crazy.”

∗∗∗

Straw
berry

and
N
ono

returned
to

the
A
BC123.�

ey
foundBishopsi�ingin

thecockpitstaringatasinglegreen
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N
on

o,
st
ill

un
de
rt
he

bl
an
ke
t,
sa
id
,“
Ia

m
N
on

o
H
oh

o
an
d
th
is
is
St
ra
w
be
rr
y
Co

�e
e.

W
e
ar
e
he
re

be
ca
us
e
th
is

ca
rg
o
sh
ip
is
ca
rr
yi
ng

im
po

rta
nt

go
od

sa
nd

it
w
as

�o
at
in
g

in
sp
ac
ea

nd
ha
d
no

po
w
er

an
d
ev
er
yt
hi
ng

se
em

ed
w
ro
ng

an
d
w
ej
us
tp

ul
le
d
ap

ie
ce

of
pi
zz
ao

�
th
at
do

oh
ic
ky

th
er
e

an
d
no

w
th
e
lig

ht
s
ar
e
on

an
d
w
ha
tt

he
ch
ic
ke
ns

ha
p-

pe
ne
d
he
re
?”

En
sig

n
Ce

le
st
e
sm

ile
d.

“S
o
yo

u’
re

th
e
on

es
w
ho

re
-

st
or
ed

po
w
er

to
th
e
sh
ip
!
I’m

so
th
an
kf
ul
!
A
ll
Ik

no
w

is
th
at

Iw
en
tt
o
ge
ta

cu
p
of

co
�e

e
an
d
w
hi
le
Iw

as
rin

sin
g

ou
tt
he

ca
ra
fe
,t
he

po
w
er

w
en
to

ut
an
d
th
e
do

or
s
w
er
e

lo
ck
ed

an
d
Ic
ou

ld
n’
tg

et
ou

t.
I’v

eb
ee
n
tr
yi
ng

to
us
ep

la
s-

tic
st
ra
w
s
to

op
en

th
e
ve
nt

to
th
e
ai
r
du

ct
s
fo
r
a
w
hi
le

no
w.

It
w
as
n’
tw

or
ki
ng

.”
M
or
e
fo
ot
st
ep
s,
th
en

tw
o
m
en

ar
riv

ed
,a

lso
w
ea
rin

g
re
d
on

e-
pi
ec
e
ju
m
ps
ui
ts
.
O
ne

as
ke
d,

“W
ha
t’s

go
in
g
on

he
re
?”

En
sig

n
Ce

le
st
e
ex
pl
ai
ne
d
th
e
sit
ua
tio

n.
�

eo
ne

w
ith

th
em

us
ta
ch
eg

rim
ac
ed

an
dt
ur
ne
dt
ot
he

ot
he
r,
“T
ra
b,
yo

u
ni
nc
om

po
op

!Y
ou

’re
no

ts
up

po
se
dt

oe
at

pi
zz
ai
n
th
ee

ng
in
er

oo
m
!�

is
is
w
ha
th

ap
pe
ns
!”
�

en
he

tu
rn
ed

to
Ce

le
st
e.
“W

e’v
eb

ee
n
st
uc
k
in

th
eb

at
hr
oo

m
th
is
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�
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sm

al
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na
m
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th
eA

BC
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3

an
d
its

cr
ew

:N
on

o
H
oh

o,
St
ra
w
be
rr
y
Co

�e
e,
an
d
Bi
sh
op

13
48
.O

ve
rt
he

co
ur
se

of
th
is
st
or
y,
yo

u
w
ill
le
ar
n
tw

ov
ita

l
th
in
gs
.�

e
�r
st
is
th
at

a
gr
ill
ed

ch
ee
se

sa
nd

w
ic
h
ca
n
be

us
ef
ul

to
ha
ve

at
ha
nd

.�
es

ec
on

d
is
th
at
ad
ve
nt
ur
el
ur
ks

ev
er
yw

he
re

an
d
o�

en
st
ar
ts
ne
ar

a
po

�e
d
pl
an
t.

∗∗
∗

�
e
A
BC

12
3
us
ed

to
be

a
sa
ili
ng

ya
ch
to

w
ne
d
by

a
bu

sin
es
sm

an
w
ho

lik
ed

gr
ill
ed

ch
ee
se
s
w
ith

to
m
at
o
an
d

ha
d
a
pe
tt
oa
d
na
m
ed

Ph
il1
.
It
ch
an
ge
d
ow

ne
rs

se
ve
ra
l

1
Its

re
al
na
m
e
w
as

Ph
ilo

m
ar
ka
lo
�i
cu
s.
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�
eion

corein
them

iddleoftheroom
began

to
glow.

Itspu�ered.
�

en
itfum

ed,then
spu�ered

som
e
m
ore.

Itfum
ed

and
spu�ered

as
ifitw

ere
sad

thatno
one

had
invited

itto
a
dog’s

birthday
party

w
ith

pizza.
�

en
it

started
up

and
severalsecondslater,thelightscom

eback
on

and
the

ship
w
hirred

back
to

life.
N
ono

blinked
his

eyes
a
few

tim
es

as
he

adjusted
to

the
sudden

lack-of-darkness.
�

e
clanking

sound
of

people
running

through
the

ship
rang

through
the

cooridors.
N
ono

jum
ped

behind
a
table

and
hid

under
a
blanket.

Straw
berry

continued
tinkering

w
ith

the
console,tuning

the
ion

core
and

the
pow

ersystem
.

Som
eone

ran
into

the
room

!
She

w
as

w
earing

a
red

one-piecejum
psuitw

ith
ayellow

insigniaon
itthatlooked

like
a
bird.“W

ho
are

you?
W
hatare

you
doing

here?”
N
ono,from

undertheblanket,in
am

u�
ed

voicesaid,
“W

ho
are

you?”
“I’m

Ensign
Celeste

ofthe
O
o�e-7.�

atone
isstand-

ing
atm

y
console.N

ow
w
ho

areyou
and

how
did

you
get

here?”

59

tim
essincethen

beforefallingintothepossession
ofN

ono
H
oho

and
Straw

berry
Co�ee.

N
ow

the
ship

isa
sm

allcargo
ship.In

the
frontisa

a
cockpitw

here
N
ono

pilots
it.

�
e
living

quarters
are

in
the

m
iddle

and
consistsofsleeping

quarters,a
kitchen

to
eatin,a

sm
allbathroom

,and
Bishop’s

science
o�

ce.In
the

back
isthe

cargo
hold

and
Straw

berry’sengineering
room

.�
ew

allsoftheship
arelightgrey

w
ith

an
orange

stripe
thatruns

across
the

m
iddle.

�
e
�oor

is
m
ade

of
m
etalplatesthatarew

orn
and

dented
from

yearsofbeing
w
alked

on.Pipesand
ducting

coverthe
ceiling

and
w
alls

and
occasionally

the
�oorlike

a
m
aze.

As
a
sm

allcargo
ship,the

A
BC123

does
fairly

w
ell,

though
ithasdevelopedsom

eunpredictablereliabilityprob-
lem

soverthe
years.

�
e
crew

ofthe
A
BC123

isjustasinteresting.
Straw

berry
Co�eeisadangerous,butem

pathetic,en-
gineer.H

e
isw

ild
and

friendly
and

hasthe
ability

to
�x

alm
ostanything

broken
and

even
som

ethingsthataren’t.
H
e
hastw

o
sm

allanim
alsw

hich
he

callshisstu�
esand

they
are

nam
ed

Tiza
Jr.

and
W
ally

Jr.
�

ey
som

etim
es

2



bu
rn
in
g
pl
as
tic

.A
lso

,I
sm

el
l…

pi
zz
a?

So
m
et
hi
ng

is
de
�-

ni
te
ly

br
ok

en
.A

lso
,f
oo

d.”
St
ra
w
be
rr
y
w
al
ke
d
ar
ou

nd
th
ee

ng
in
er

oo
m
fo
llo

w
in
g

th
es

m
el
lo
fp

iz
za

an
d
bu

rn
in
g
pl
as
tic

.�
en

th
e�

as
hl
ig
ht

sh
ow

ed
a
ha
lf
a
pi
zz
a
fo
ld
ed

ov
er

on
e
of

th
e
po

w
er

co
n-

ve
rte

rs
co
m
in
go

ut
of
th
es

hi
p’
si
on

co
re
.�

er
ew

as
ap

ud
-

dl
e
of

gr
ea
se

be
lo
w

th
e
pi
zz
a.

St
ra
w
be
rr
y
sa
id
,“
It
hi
nk

so
m
eo
ne

w
as

th
ro
w
in
g
a
pa
rty

to
ce
le
br
at
e
th
ei
r
do

g’
s

bi
rth

da
y
an
d
so
m
eo
ne

th
re
w
th
ed

og
a
pi
ec
eo

fp
iz
za

an
d

th
ep

iz
za

la
nd

ed
he
re
an
dt
he

gr
ea
se

sh
or
te
dt
he

co
nv

er
te
r

an
d
th
ee

ng
in
es

hu
td

ow
n
an
d
no

w
th
er
e’s

no
po

w
er
.A

nd
m
ay
be

a
bu

nc
h
of

ot
he
rt
hi
ng

sh
ap
pe
ne
d,
to
o.”

N
on

o
lo
ok

ed
at
hi
m
,“
A
do

g’
sb

irt
hd

ay
pa
rty

?
W
ha
t?
”

St
ra
w
be
rr
y
pe
el
ed

th
e
pi
zz
a
o�

th
e
po

w
er

co
nv

er
te
r

an
d
�u

ng
it
ov
er

hi
ss

ho
ul
de
r.
It
la
nd

ed
on

N
on

o’
sh

ea
d.

As
th
e
no

w
irr

ita
te
d
N
on

o
fo
un

d
a
be
�e

r
pl
ac
e
fo
r
th
e

pi
zz
a,
St
ra
w
be
rr
y
co
nt
in
ue
d
sc
ra
tc
hi
ng

th
e
ex
tra

ch
ee
se

dr
ip
pi
ng

s
o�

of
th
e
co
nv

er
te
r.

H
e
fo
un

d
so
m
e
ra
gs

an
d

cl
ea
ne
d
up

th
e
gr
ea
se
.H

e
lo
ok

ed
th
e
co
nv

er
te
ro

ve
ra

nd
it
lo
ok

ed
be
�e

r.
�

en
he

re
se
tt
he

br
ea
ke
r,
w
an
de
re
d
to

th
e
co
ns
ol
e,
an
d
pr
oc
ee
de
d
to

re
st
ar
tt
he

io
n
co
re
.
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Fi
gu
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Ve
ry

ex
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iv
e
ar
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ite

ct
ur
al

di
ag
ra
m

of
th
e

A
BC

12
3.

“h
el
p”

hi
m

ou
t.

�
e
A
BC

12
3’
s
re
lia
bi
lit
y
pr
ob
le
m
s
ke
ep

hi
m

ve
ry

bu
sy
.

N
on

o
H
oh

o
is
ah

ot
sh
ot

pi
lo
tw

ho
is
ca
lm

an
d
pr
ec
ise

,
bu

to
cc
as
io
na
lly

ov
er
w
he
lm

ed
.H

e
ca
n
pi
lo
ta

ny
sh
ip

in
th
e
ga
la
xy
.S
om

et
im

es
he

ne
ve
rc

ra
sh
es

in
to

th
in
gs
.�

at
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thisdooropen
ifthe

pow
erisout?

A
lso,w

hy
w
ould

that
be

the
passw

ord?
�

at’sa
terrible

passw
ord.”

“Itw
asw

orth
a
try!”

“Really?
Idon’tthink

itw
as.”

Straw
berry

looked
atN

ono
and

shrugged.
H
e
stood

and
looked

atthe
door.

H
e
looked

around
the

doorand
then

at
the

double
latch.

�
en

around
the

door
again.

�
en

he
tested

both
ofthe

latchesand
they

didn’tbudge.
H
em

oved
to

therightofthedoorand
pulled

open
an

ac-
cesspaneland

reached
inside.�

en
the

soundsofsom
e-

thing
m
etalfalling

and
hi�ing

a
variety

ofother
m
etal

thingsrang
outin

the
hallw

ay
in

a
disconcerting

w
ay.

Straw
berry

peered
into

the
access

paneland
said,“I

think
Ihave

broken
the

door.�
atseem

sbad,butin
this

case,it’s
good.”

H
e
w
alked

overto
the

double
latch

and
gave

ita
strong

pulland
the

doorscreeched
open.

�
e
engine

room
w
aspitch

black,justlike
the

restof
the

ship
had

been,only
darker.

�
e
sm

ells
ofoil,fuel,

and
ozonew

a�ed
outoftheroom

.Straw
berry

shined
his

�ashlightaround
the

engine
room

.�
en

he
w
rinkled

his
nosein

disgustand
said,“Ism

ellengineroom
stu�.A

lso,

57

soundsconfusing,butit’strueand
illustratesthevery

na-
ture

ofhiscom
plex

character.H
e
also

hasa
sm

allanim
al

w
hich

he
callshisstu�y,nam

ed
Freckles,thathe

likesto
snugglew

ith
duringnaps.H

esom
etim

es�iestheA
BC123

likea
haw

k
gliding

through
thesky

and
othertim

esw
ith

the
grace

ofa
plum

m
eting

baby
w
alrus.

Bishop
1348isascientistandroidw

hohelpsoutw
here

hecan.O
netim

eheidenti�ed
anew

bacteriathatliked
to

eatm
intchip

ice
cream

.A
nothertim

e
he

gotinto
an

ar-
gum

entw
ith

a
toasteraboutw

hethertoasting
bread

w
as

the
bestw

ay
to

spend
one’slife 2.

Together,they
take

on
m
issionscarrying

cargo
from

one
end

ofthe
galaxy

to
the

other.�
eirstandard

adver-
tisem

entgoeslike
this:

�
e
A
BC123

isnotthe
fastestship

in
the

galaxy,nor
the

strongest,nor
the

m
ost

dangerous,nor
does

it
have

the
largest

cargo
hold

orbiggestrefrigerator,butw
e

2Toastersalw
ayshave

good
points.

4



fre
ig
ht
er
,s
o
th
e
en
gi
ne

ro
om

is
pr
ob
ab
ly

th
is
w
ay
.”

St
ra
w
be
rr
y
an
d
N
on

o
w
al
ke
d
do

w
n
th
ec

or
rid

or
ho

ld
-

in
g
th
e
�a
sh
lig

ht
in

fro
nt

of
th
em

to
lig

ht
th
e
w
ay
.“
It’
sa

go
od

th
in
g
th
er
e
ar
en
’t
do

or
sb

lo
ck
in
g
ou

rw
ay
.”

“W
hy

’s
th
at
,S
tra

w
be
rr
y?
”

“�
ep

ow
er

is
o�

,t
he

do
or
sw

on
’t
w
or
k,
so

w
e’d

ha
ve

to
m
us
cl
e
th
em

op
en

by
ha
nd

an
d
th
at
’s
ha
rd
.”

“O
h,
Is
ee
.I
’m

�n
ew

ith
th
at
.�

is
is
�n

e.
Ev

er
yt
hi
ng

’s
�n

e.”
N
on

ol
ie
da

sh
ew

al
ke
dd

ow
n
th
ed

ar
k,
cr
ee
py
,s
ile
nt

co
rr
id
or
.

�
ey

co
nt
in
ue
d
do

w
n
th
e
co
rr
id
or

pa
st
cl
os
ed

do
or
s,

oc
ca
sio

na
ls
ta
ck
so

fc
ra
te
s,
co
m
pu

te
rc

on
so
le
s,
an
d
as

ig
n

th
at

sa
id
,“
O
o�

e-
7
is
th
e
be
st

O
o�

e!
”
ab
ov
e
a
pi
ct
ur
e
of

a
�i
gh

tle
ss

bi
rd

sm
ili
ng

w
hi
le

w
ea
rin

g
sli
gh

tly
cr
oo

ke
d

su
ng

la
ss
es
.

A
�e

rs
om

et
im

e,
th
ey

re
ac
he
da

do
or

th
at
ha
da

do
ub

le
la
tc
h
an
d
a
sig

n
th
at

sa
id
,“
En

gi
ne

ro
om

”.
N
on

o
w
on

de
re
d
al
ou

d,
“W

he
re

is
th
ec

re
w
?
�

is
is
so

cr
ee
py

an
d
w
ei
rd
.M

ay
be

w
e
sh
ou

ld
n’
to

pe
n
th
at

do
or
?”

St
ra
w
be
rr
y
sa
id
,“
�

e
pa
ss
w
or
d
is
12
34
5!

O
pe
n!
”

N
on

o
sa
id
,“
Yo

u
sa
id

th
e
po

w
er

is
ou

t.
W
hy

w
ou

ld

56

kn
ow

yo
u
va
lu
ey

ou
rc

ar
go

an
d
w
ek

no
w

th
at

ge
�i
ng

it
to

w
he
re

it
ne
ed
st
o
go

on
tim

e
is
im

po
rta

nt
to

yo
u!

�
at
’s

w
hy

w
e’
re

th
e
be
st

sh
ip

fo
r
yo

u.
N
o
ca
rg
o
is

to
o
m
ys
te
rio

us
!
N
o
pi
ra
te
s

ar
e
to
o
da
ng

er
ou

s!
W
e
w
on

’t
as
k
an
y

qu
es
tio

ns
!

Ev
er
yo

ne
sa
ys

w
e’r

e
th
e
be
st
in

th
e
bu

si-
ne
ss
.

Ev
en

be
�e

r
th
an

th
e
XY

Z-
10
-1
0!

�
ey

ar
e
slo

w
er

an
d
le
ss

re
lia
bl
e
th
an

a
hi
be
rn
at
in
g

ei
gh

t-t
oe
d

st
in
k-
�i
ng

in
g

slo
th

cu
b
fro

m
th
e
Pa
sk
y
�

ad
ra
nt
.P

lu
s

th
ey

sm
el
ll
ik
e
la
st

w
ee
k’
s
st
in
ky

so
ck
s.

(W
e
do

n’
ts
m
el
ll
ik
e
st
in
ky

so
ck
s.)

Yo
u

w
an

t
us

an
d

w
e

w
an

t
yo

ur

m
on

ey
!

C
on

ta
ct

us
to
da

y!
W
e
ar
e

w
ai
ti
ng

to
he

ar
fr
om

yo
u!

�
at
’s
ev
er
yt
hi
ng

yo
u
ne
ed

to
kn

ow
ab
ou

tt
he

A
BC

12
3

5



w
hileStraw

berryandIgeton
thatshipand�ndoutw

hat’s
going

on.”
Bishop

looked
atN

ono
curiously,“O

k.Iw
illstay

here
w
hile

you
putyourselfin

m
ortaldanger

on
a
ship

that
has

no
pow

er
and

no
lights

for
m
ysterious

reasons
and

investigate.”
N
ono

handed
the

controls
to

Bishop.
Bishop

piloted
the

A
BC123

closer
to

the
cargo

ship
and

then
extended

the
docking

m
odule

and
docked

w
ith

it.
N
ono

and
Straw

berry
puton

theirspacesuits.Straw
-

berry
grabbed

a
�ashlight.

�
e
tw

o
ofthem

proceeded
into

thedocking
m
oduleand

then
into

thederelictO
o�e-

7.
�

elightsw
ereo�

in
thecargo

ship.Itw
asvery

quiet.
Straw

berry
turned

the�ashlighton
and

w
aved

itaround.
�

ey
heard

a
squeak

and
a
scurry.

A
sm

allsom
ething

raced
acrossthe

room
and

disappeared.
Straw

berrylookedaroundandfoundaconsole.Straw
-

berry
touched

the
console

a
few

tim
es.

“Ithink
there

is
no

pow
erin

thisship.W
e
should

go
to

the
engine

room
and

see
w
hat’s

going
on.�

is
is
a
Guardian-class

cargo

55

and
itscrew.
Adventuresaw

ait!
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�y
in
g
th
ro
ug

h
sp
ac
e?
”

St
ra
w
be
rr
ys

ca
nn

ed
so
m
em

or
e.
“�

ec
ar
go

sh
ip
se
em

s
to

be
slo

w
in
g
do

w
n.”

N
on

o
re
pl
ie
d
ca
ut
io
us
ly
,“
�

at
ca
n’
tb

e
go

od
.”

Bi
sh
op

co
nt
in
ue
d,

“I
ca
n’
t
�n

d
a
sin

gl
e
in
st
an
ce

of
ru
bb
er

ch
oc
ol
at
e
ba
rs

�y
in
g
in

sp
ac
e
in

m
y
da
ta
ba
nk

s.”
N
on

o
pi
lo
te
d
th
e
A
BC

12
3
co
ax
in
g
th
e
sh
ip

to
go

as
qu

ic
kl
y
as

it
co
ul
d.

As
so
on

as
th
ey

w
er
e
w
ith

in
vi
su
al

ra
ng

e
of

th
e
ca
rg
o
sh
ip
,N

on
o
tri
ed

to
co
nt
ac
tt
he

O
o�

e-
7.

“O
o�

e-
7.

�
is
is
th
e
A
BC

12
3.

W
e’r

e
ne
ar
by
.
W
ha
t’s

yo
ur

st
at
us
?”

N
o
on

e
fro

m
th
e
O
o�

e-
7
re
pl
ie
d.

�
e
ca
rg
o
sh
ip

go
t
bi
gg
er

an
d
bi
gg
er
.
�

e
en
gi
ne
s

w
er
e
o�

.
�

e
lig

ht
s
w
er
e
o�

.
It
w
as

m
ov
in
g,

bu
tp

ro
b-

ab
ly

fro
m

in
er
tia

an
d
ot
he
rw

ise
in
er
t.

Bi
sh
op

po
in
te
d
an
d
sa
id

th
e
ob
vi
ou

s,
“�

e
ca
rg
o
sh
ip

lo
ok

sd
ea
d.”

N
on

o
sa
id
,“
Id

on
’t
se
e
an
y
�y

in
g
ch
oc
la
te

ba
rs
.”

St
ra
w
be
rr
y
lo
ok

ed
at

th
e
co
m
pu

te
ra

nd
sa
id
,“
M
ay
be

th
e
co
m
pu

te
ri
sb

ro
ke
n?
”

N
on

os
ai
d,
“B
ish

op
.Y
ou

st
ay

he
re
an
dp

ilo
tt
he

A
BC

12
3

54

1

Th
re
e
pi
ra
te

a�
ac
ks

on

th
e
w
ay

to
B
et
a
C
al
cu

lu
s

It
w
as

W
ed
ne
sd
ay
.
�

e
A
BC

12
3
ca
rg
o
sh
ip

w
as

pa
rk
ed

on
a
la
nd

in
g
pa
d
in

Ba
y
12

of
th
e
sin

ist
er

Sp
ac
es
ta
tio

n
A
lp
ha
.
Sp

ac
es
ta
tio

n
A
lp
ha

w
as
n’
tm

uc
h
to

lo
ok

at
an
d

no
on

e
th
in
ks

of
it
as

a
va
ca
tio

n
ho

ts
po

t,
bu

tc
ar
go

fro
m

ac
ro
ss

th
eg

al
ax
y
pa
ss
es

th
ro
ug

h
th
is
st
at
io
n
fro

m
a
va
ri-

et
y
of

lo
ca
tio

ns
.�

at
m
ad
e
it
a
gr
ea
tp

la
ce

to
�n

d
a
jo
b

tra
ns
po

rti
ng

ca
rg
o.

�
at
’s
w
hy

th
ey

w
er
e
he
re
.

St
ra
w
be
rr
y
w
as

w
an
de
rin

g
ar
ou

nd
th
eA

BC
12
3�

xi
ng

do
or
sw

ith
hi
sh

am
m
er
.S
ev
er
al
of

th
em

w
ou

ld
on

ly
op

en
w
he
n
th
es

hi
p
w
as

m
ov
in
ga

te
xt
re
m
es

pe
ed
sw

hi
ch

m
ad
e

it
di
�
cu
lt
to

go
to

th
e
ba
th
ro
om

or
ge
ta

sa
nd

w
ic
h.
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fusedly
told

Bishop,w
ho

w
as

extracting
him

selffrom
a

tangled
w
eb

ofrubberhose.
Straw

berry
stum

bled
to

the
cockpit.

N
ono

glanced
overfrom

his�ightcontrols
and

asked,“Can
you

�gure
outw

here
thatcargo

ship
is?”

Straw
berry

fellinto
a
chair

and
alm

ostfellout.
H
e

looked
around

fora
com

puterthatw
asatleastpartially

w
orking.

A
�er�nding

one
thatseem

ed
ok

especially
if

you
ignored

the
w
ispsofsm

oke
com

ing
from

it,he
pro-

ceeded
to

scan
the

space
nearby

and
determ

ine
w
hich

shipsw
here

going
w
hich

direction.
Severalm

inutespassedbeforeStraw
berrysaid,“�

ere’s
thisship

herethatidenti�esasacargo
ship

and
it’shead-

ingtoBetaCalculusandthere’sacuriousvesselthatiden-
ti�es

itselfas
a
rubber

chocolate
bar

thatappears
to

be
follow

ing
it.”

“Sw
eet!”

cried
N
ono.�

e
ship

veered
in

a
new

direc-
tion

tow
ards

the
cargo

ship
being

follow
ed

by
a
rubber

chocolate
bar.

Bishop
lim

ped
into

the
cockpit.“D

id
you

know
that

it’sastronom
ically

unlikely
to

�nd
arubberchocolatebar

53

Bishop
stood

on
the

landing
pad

underneath
the

ship
holdingtherefuelinglinecheckingtheouterhullfordam

-
age.N

ono
stood

atthe
end

ofthe
A
BC123

ram
p
survey-

ing
the

scene
before

him
and

looking
fora

potentialcus-
tom

er.Bay
12

w
as

a
large

bay
and

there
w
as

lots
ofac-

tivity.Ships
com

ing
and

going,refueling,cargo
m
oving

around,a
group

ofhippos
singing

to
a
sm

allplant,and
allthe

sortsofthingsone
seesin

a
busy

spaceport.W
hat

N
ono

didn’tsee
w
asa

potentialcustom
er,so

he
decided

to
take

a
w
alk

around.
H
estepped

aw
ay

from
theram

p
and

rounded
thecor-

neroftheA
BC123.Beforehim

,an
octopus-likealien

w
as

standing
nextto

a
huge

cargo
containerand

looking
sad.

N
ono

noticed
the

alien
looked

nervous
and

alternating
betw

een
standingaw

kw
ardly

and
w
alkingbriskly

around
the

cargo
to

m
ake

sure
itw

asok.
N
ono,know

ing
no

fear,stepped
up

to
the

octopus-
like

alien
and

said,“H
i!M

y
nam

e
isN

ono.Ithink
you’re

looking
form

e.”
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se
rv
ic
e
re
pr
es
en
ta
tiv

e
in

th
e
fa
ce

an
d
sa
id
,“
Pi
ra
te
s!

I’m
no

ta
fra

id
of

pi
ra
te
s.
Te
ll
us

w
he
re

th
ey

ar
e
an
d
w
e’l
lg

et
rid

of
th
em

.”
�

e
cu
st
om

er
se
rv
ic
e
re
pr
es
en
ta
tiv

e
lo
ok

ed
sh
oc
ke
d.

O
rr
at
he
ri
tl
oo

ke
dl
ik
ei
tw

as
go

in
gt
hr
ou

gh
th
ef
ac
ia
lm

a-
ne
uv

er
st
o
ev
en
tu
al
ly

lo
ok

sh
oc
ke
d
if
th
ey

st
oo

d
ar
ou

nd
an
d
w
ai
te
d
lo
ng

en
ou

gh
.W

hi
ch

th
ey

di
dn

’t.
�

e
tw

o
cu
st
om

er
sr

an
.

St
ra
w
be
rr
y
sp
ru
ng

up
on

to
th
ec

us
to
m
er

se
rv
ic
ed

es
k

to
lo
ok

at
th
es

cr
ee
n.

“�
ec

ar
go

sh
ip

is
na
m
ed

th
eO

o�
e-

7.”
N
on

os
ho

ut
ed
,“
�

ic
k!

To
th
es

hi
p!

�
eO

o�
e-
7m

ig
ht

be
in

tro
ub

le
!”

N
on

o,
St
ra
w
be
rr
y,

an
d
Bi
sh
op

ra
n
to

th
ei
r
sh
ip

on
la
nd

in
g
pa
d
47
-A
.

N
on

o
le
ap
ed

in
to

th
e
pi
lo
tc

ha
ir
an
d
�r
ed

up
th
e
en
-

gi
ne
s.

H
e
di
dn

’t
ev
en

bo
th
er

co
un

tin
g
do

w
n.

�
e
sh
ip

ju
m
pe
d
o�

th
el
an
di
ng

pl
at
fo
rm

an
d
hu

rtl
ed

in
to

sp
ac
ea

s
N
on

o
sh
ou

te
d
“O

N
E!
”f
or

e�
ec
t.

St
ra
w
be
rr
y
pi
ck
ed

hi
m
se
lf
o�

th
e
gr
ou

nd
.“
If
ee
ll
ik
e

I’m
w
ea
rin

g
yo

ur
he
ad

an
d
yo

u’
re

w
ea
rin

g
m
in
e,”

he
co
n-

52

N
on

o’
s
fa
ct
s!

Ir
ea
d
a
bo

ok
on

ce
ab
ou

ta
do

g
de
te
ct
iv
e
an
d
he

ha
d

fa
ct
s.
Ih

av
e
fa
ct
s,
to
o.

�
at

is
a
fa
ct
!

Ev
er
yo

ne
fa
lls

in
to

on
e
of

tw
o
gr
ou

ps
:p

eo
pl
e
lo
ok

in
g

fo
rm

e
an
d
pe
op

le
no

tl
oo

ki
ng

fo
rm

e.
I’v

e
ne
ve
rm

et
an
y-

on
ew

ho
w
as
n’
ti
n
on

eo
ft
ho

se
gr
ou

ps
.�

at
is
al
so

af
ac
t!

�
e
oc
to
pu

s-
lik

e
al
ie
n
lo
ok

ed
up

at
N
on

o
in

su
rp
ris

e
an
d
to
ok

as
te
p
ba
ck
.“
In

ee
d
ac

ar
go

sh
ip

to
tra

ns
po

rt
m
y

hi
gh

ly
-v
al
ua
bl
e
ca
rg
o,”

he
sa
id

w
ith

oc
ca
sio

na
lg

u�
ur
al

sp
ur
ts
an
d
w
ild

w
av
in
g
of

hi
st
en
ta
cl
es
.

N
on

ol
oo

ke
da

tt
he

oc
to
pu

s-
lik

ea
lie
n,
th
en

at
th
ec

ar
go
,

an
d
sa
id
,“
M
y
na
m
ei
sN

on
o
an
d
yo

u’
re

de
�n

ite
ly
lo
ok

in
g

fo
rm

e.
I’m

th
e
pi
lo
to

ft
he

A
BC

12
3
w
hi
ch

is
m
ay
be

th
e

be
st
sh
ip
in

th
eg

al
ax
y.
If
w
ec

an
’t
tra

ns
po

rt
it
sa
fe
ly
,t
he
n

w
e
sh
ou

ld
re
tir
e
an
d
jo
in

a
ba
nd

of
sin

gi
ng

an
d
da
nc
in
g

hi
pp

os
.”

�
e
oc
to
pu

s-
lik

e
al
ie
n
pa
us
ed

an
d
sa
id

no
th
in
g.

H
e

lo
ok

ed
ar
ou

nd
an
d
sa
w

no
on

e
el
se

o�
er
in
g
to

ta
ke

hi
s

9



Straw
berry

looked
atBishop.Bishop

looked
atN

ono.
N
ono

w
aited,w

hich
w
astough

forN
ono

ashispatience
m
uscle

w
asw

eak
and

feeble.
“–rrrrrrrrrraaaa�eeeeeeesssssssssss!”,it�nishedslow

ly.
N
ono

looked
perplexed,“You

don’tlike
pilots?

I’m
a

hotshotpilotand
Idon’tlike

thatyou
don’tlike

pilots!”
“PIIIIIIIIIIRRRRRRRRRA

A
A
A
A
A
ATES!”,ithissedagain,

thistim
eso

slow
ly
thatyou

m
ighthavethoughtthattim

e
had

stopped.�
e
cilia

around
itsm

outh
vibrated

and
lit-

tle
bits

ofspitsprayed
the

desk
and

N
ono’s

hands.
�

is
a�racted

the
notice

ofseveralcustom
ersnearby.

N
ono

stepped
back.“H

ow
rude.W

hy
didn’tyou

say
piratesthe

�rsttim
e?”

Tw
o
ofthe

custom
ersw

ere
staring

atthem
.O

ne
cus-

tom
erhad

arobottentacle.�
eotherhad

abird
head

and
claw

ed
feet.

Bishopputhishandson
Straw

berry’sandN
ono’sshoul-

ders.“D
on’tthose

tw
o
look

fam
iliar?”

Straw
berrylookedatBishop,then

atthetw
ocustom

ers.
H
e
said,“Uhhh…”
N
ono

took
no

notice.Instead,helooked
thecustom

er

51

cargo.
�

en
he

looked
atN

ono
again

and
sized

him
up.

�
en

hisface
frow

ned
aw

kw
ardly

w
ith

w
hatm

ighthave
been

a
sm

ile
ofsom

e
sortand

he
extended

severalofhis
tentacles.“Iam

O
�o!Iam

shivering
w
ith

delightatm
eet-

ing
you!Yourcon�dence

isoverw
helm

ing!W
e
w
illpay

you
m
uch

m
oney

ifyou
getthe

cargo
safely

to
Beta

Cal-
culus.

Iw
ould

be
rem

iss
ifIdidn’tw

arn
you

thatthere
are

piratesthatseek
to

take
possession

ofit!”
N
ono

thoughthard.“Pirates.Ithink
w
ecan

dealw
ith

that.
D
o
you

have
1,000

gold
pieces

thatw
e
can

putin
a
treasure

chestin
ourhold?

Ifw
e
are

everboarded,that
w
illconfusethepiratesandhelp

usprotecttherealcargo.”
O
�o

jum
ped

in
delight,“�

atisastrangerequest,but
Ithink

w
e
can

do
that!”

N
ono

sm
iled.“�

en
w
e
are

in
agreem

ent.I’llgetm
y

crew
to

load
thiscargo

containeronto
ourship

and
w
e’ll

be
o�.”
O
�o

turned
and

m
otioned

to
one

ofhism
inionsand

m
u�ered

som
ething

in
hisear.H

ism
inion

ran
o�.

N
ono

called
to

Bishop
and

Straw
berry.

A
�er

a
few

m
om

ents,they
ran

dow
n
the

ram
p.

A
t
the

end
ofthe

10



So
N
on

o
go

tc
lo
se
r.

It
m
ov
ed

its
he
ad

slo
w
ly

ab
ou

t,
th
en

al
ls
ix

of
its

ey
es

op
en
ed

ve
ry

slo
w
ly

un
til

th
ey

w
er
e
as

w
id
e
as

di
nn

er
pl
at
es
.“
�

hh
he
ee
ee
ee

pi
rr
rr
rr
at
es
ss
ss
ss
.”,
it
hi
ss
ed

slo
w
ly

an
d
qu

ie
tly

.

N
on

o
sa
id
,“
W
ha
ta

bo
ut

ch
ar
io
ts
?”

“�
hh

hh
hh

ee
ee
ee
ee
e
pi
iii
iii
iii
iii
iii
iii
i–
”,
it
st
ar
te
d.

50

A
BC

12
3
ra
m
p,

Bi
sh
op

tri
pp

ed
ov
er

no
th
in
g
ob
vi
ou

sa
nd

sp
ra
w
le
d
ac
ro
ss

th
e
gr
ou

nd
.S

tra
w
be
rr
y
st
op

pe
d
to

he
lp

Bi
sh
op

up
,b
ut

in
th
e
pr
oc
es
s,
tri
pp

ed
ov
er

Bi
sh
op
’s
fo
ot
,

di
d
a
fo
rw

ar
d
tu
m
bl
e,

an
d
kn

oc
ke
d
ov
er

a
po

�e
d
pl
an
t

pa
rk
ed

he
lp
le
ss
ly
ne
ar
by

se
nd

in
gd

irt
ev
er
yw

he
re
.B

ish
op

m
an
ag
ed

to
st
an
d
an
d
re
ac
he
d
ou

ta
ha
nd

to
he
lp

St
ra
w
-

be
rr
y
up

,b
ut

th
en

sli
pp

ed
on

th
e
di
rt

fro
m

th
e
po

�e
d

pl
an
ta

nd
fe
ll
to

th
e
gr
ou

nd
ag
ai
n.

N
on

o
ex
cl
ai
m
ed
,“
W
e’v

e
go

ts
om

e
ca
rg
o
an
d
a
m
is-

sio
n!

A
nd

th
er
e
w
ill

be
pi
ra
te
s!

Ca
n
yo

u
tw

o
st
op

m
on

-
ke
yi
ng

ar
ou

nd
an
d
ge
tt
he

ca
rg
o
on

to
th
e
sh
ip
?
�

en
I

th
in
k
w
e
sh
ou

ld
ge
to

ut
of

he
re
.”

St
ra
w
be
rr
y
pi
ck
ed

hi
m
se
lf
up

o�
th
eg

ro
un

d
ca
re
fu
lly

an
d
br
us
he
d
o�

so
m
ed

irt
.S
tra

w
be
rr
y
sa
id
,“
�

at
so
un

ds
su
pe
r!
Il
ov
em

iss
io
ns
!”
St
ra
w
be
rr
y
ra
n
ov
er

to
th
ec

ar
go

co
nt
ai
ne
r,
pi
ck
ed

up
th
e
co
nt
ro
lp

ad
,p

ut
th
e
ca
rg
o
co
n-

ta
in
er

in
ho

ve
r
m
od

e,
an
d
th
en

m
ot
io
ne
d
to

Bi
sh
op

to
pu

sh
th
e
ca
rg
o
in
to

th
e
A
BC

12
3
ca
rg
o
ho

ld
.

Bi
sh
op

st
oo

d
up

slo
w
ly
,s
o
as

no
tt
o
lo
se

hi
sb

al
an
ce

ag
ai
n.

H
e
re
ac
he
d
do

w
n
an
d
pi
ck
ed

up
a
ro
ck

th
at

ju
st

bi
th

im
.�

en
w
an
de
re
d
ov
er

to
pu

sh
th
ec

ar
go

co
nt
ai
ne
r
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sm
iled.Bishopcontortedhisfacein

an
am

biguousexpres-
sion

thatonly
robots

could
m
uster.

N
ono

puthis
hands

on
the

desk
and

asked,“W
here’sthe

orderforBeta
Cal-

culus?”
�

earthropodbehindthedesklookedupatthem
slow

ly.
�

en
itslow

ly
reached

overto
the

com
puterand

slow
ly

�ddled
w
ith

keys.Itpaused
and

slow
ly

looked
thescreen

up
and

dow
n.�

en
it�ddled

w
ith

keyssom
e
m
ore.

“�
hhhhhhheeeeeeeecaaaarrrgooooooshhhhhippppppp

piccckkkkkkkkeddddduppppppppppthhhhhhhheeeeeeee
orrrrrrrrrdderrrrrrrrrrannnnnnnnnnd

issssssheeeeaaad-
dddeddddd

toooooo
Beeeeetaaaaaaaaaaa

Calllllllcuuuuu-
uulllllluuuusssssnnnnnnnnnoow

w
w
w
w
w
w
w
w
w
w.Iiii-

iiiii�tjussssssss��
le�������

.”
N
ono

thoughtthatover,then
asked,“W

hy
aren’tany

shipm
entsge�ing

through?”
�

e
arthropod

behind
the

desk
convulsed

and
w
rig-

gled
in

a
w
orrisom

e
and

clearly
uncom

fortable
w
ay

that
didn’tm

atch
the

sm
ile

painted
on

itsface.Itgestured
in

an
extrem

ely
slow

m
anner.

Itseem
ed

to
be

beckoning
them

slow
ly

to
com

e
closer.49

into
the

A
BC123

asdirected.
O
�o’sm

inion
returned

w
ith

a
treasure

chestand
put

itatO
�o’sfeet.O

�o
picked

itup
and

handed
itto

N
ono.

N
ono

aw
kw

ardly
gaveO

�o
ahigh-�ve 3and

said,“See
you

in
adayortw

o!”�
en

N
onoran

uptheram
p,dropped

the
treasure

chestin
the

m
iddle

ofthe
entry-w

ay
in

the
m
ostobvious

place
in

the
ship,and

headed
straightfor

the
cockpit.
Assoon

asthe
cargo

w
ason

the
ship,Straw

berry
re-

turned
to

�xing
the

ship’scannons.H
e
looked

atthe
tar-

geting
system

and
said

sadly,“Iw
ashoping

to
stay

atthe
spacestation

aw
hilelongerto

�x
thecannons.Ialso

need
som

e
spare

parts!
�

is
targeting

com
puterkeeps

telling
m
eitw

antsto
w
ritea

book
abouttrees,butthekind

that
m
ake

nestson
giantseagulls.Itm

akesno
sense.Iguess

I’llhave
to

�x
them

later.”
Bishop

heard
him

and
replied,“Icould

also
use

som
e

spare
parts.

M
any

ofthe
instrum

ents
in

m
y
science

of-
�ce

have
not

w
orked

since
w
e
rescued

that
baby

�ve-
headed

lem
ur

from
H
ippocam

pus
Seven

and
it
chew

ed
3It’sneverclearw

hich
tentacle

to
high-�ve.
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in
g
pa
d
pl
at
fo
rm

fo
llo

w
ed

by
St
ra
w
be
rr
y
an
d
Bi
sh
op

.
As

th
ey

w
al
ke
d
ac
ro
ss

th
ep

la
tfo

rm
to
w
ar
ds

th
eF

le
p-

to
m
ar
te

nt
ra
nc
e,
th
ey

w
er
e
gr
ee
te
d
by

ad
ve
rti
se
m
en
ts
of

am
yr
ia
d
of

pr
od

uc
ts
ra
ng

in
g
fro

m
to
en
ai
lc
lip

pe
rs
to

ha
ir

br
us
he
sf
or

Fr
um

ul
on

Ee
ls
to

ab
ox

of
Cr

ac
ka
lo
tb

re
ak
fa
st

ce
re
al
.

�
ey

pa
ss
ed

th
ro
ug

h
th
e
en
tra

nc
e
in
to

a
ca
ve
rn
ou

s
sp
ac
e
so

la
rg
e
th
e
fa
r
w
al
lw

as
n’
t
vi
sib

le
.
�

er
e
w
er
e

ai
sle

sw
ith

ro
om

sa
nd

ro
om

sw
ith

ai
sle

s.
�

er
ew

er
ep

ro
d-

uc
ts
ev
er
yw

he
re
.�

er
ew

er
es

ta
irs

an
de

le
va
to
rs
an
ds

lit
h-

er
tu
be
s
fo
r
10
0-
le
gg
ed

ge
st
ic
ul
at
in
g
m
an
ov
ou

rs
.
�

er
e

w
er
e
be
in
gs

w
an
de
rin

g
an
d
st
an
di
ng

an
d
ta
lk
in
g
an
d
ex
-

am
in
in
gt
he
ir
gr
oc
er
yl
ist
s.
�

es
ou

nd
so

fa
w
ee
pi
ng

Ze
rk
in

ch
ild

ec
ho

ed
du

lly
ar
ou

nd
th
e
ca
ve
rn
ou

s
sp
ac
e
su
gg
es
t-

in
g
it
w
as

ve
ry

tir
ed

an
d
hu

ng
ry

an
d
w
ish

ed
it
w
er
eb

ac
k

ho
m
e
in

a
w
ar
m

m
ud

pu
dd

le
pa
ss
in
g
ga
sc

on
te
nt
ed
ly
.

�
ec

av
er
no

us
sp
ac
ew

as
br
ok

en
up

in
to
co
lo
re
dz

on
es
,

th
e
ne
ar
es
to

ne
be
in
g
cu
st
om

er
se
rv
ic
e
w
he
re

ev
er
yo

ne
ha
d
a
sm

ile
pa
in
te
d
on

th
ei
rf
ac
e.

N
on

o
m
ot
io
ne
d
to

th
e
cu
st
om

er
se
rv
ic
e
de
sk
.N

on
o,

St
ra
w
be
rr
y,

an
d
Bi
sh
op

sli
d
up

to
th
e
de
sk
.
St
ra
w
be
rr
y

48

on
ev
er
yt
hi
ng

.”
Bi
sh
op

lo
ok

ed
ar
ou

nd
in

hi
s
sc
ie
nc
e
of
-

�c
e
gl
um

ly
an
d
po

ke
d
an

in
st
ru
m
en
tp

an
el

w
hi
ch

em
it-

te
d
se
ve
ra
ls
ad

an
d
br
ok

en
be
ep

bo
op

bo
op

no
ise

s,
th
en

ca
ug

ht
�r
e.

Bi
sh
op

w
ea
ril
y
pu

tt
he

�r
e
ou

ta
nd

th
en

sa
t

do
w
n
ag
ai
n.

N
on

o
ju
m
pe
d
in
to

th
e
pi
lo
t’s

ch
ai
r.
H
e
pu

lle
d
ou

th
is

�i
gh

tm
an
ua
la
nd

st
ar
te
do

n
hi
sp

re
-�
ig
ht

de
pa
rtu

re
pr
ep
a-

ra
tio

n
ch
ec
kl
ist
.
“R
am

p
up

?
N
op

e…
Pr
es
s
th
at

bu
�o

n.
�

er
e
w
e
go
.
Ra

m
p
up

?
Ye
s!

O
ut
er

do
or

sh
ut
?
N
op

e…
Pr
es
st
ha
tb

u�
on

,t
ur
n
th
is
kn

ob
,w

ai
tf
or

th
el
ig
ht

…
w
ai
t

w
ai
tw

ai
t…

Ye
s!
N
ow

le
t’s

op
en

th
e
ga
sl
in
e
in
to

th
e
en
-

gi
ne
s,
po

w
er

up
th
ed

riv
ec

or
e,
w
as
h
th
ew

in
ds
hi
el
d,
po

p
a
pi
ec
e
of

gu
m

in
m
y
m
ou

th
,t
hr
ow

aw
ay

th
e
w
ra
pp

er
in

th
ed

es
ig
na
te
d
gu

m
w
ra
pp

er
tra

sh
ca
n,
bu

ck
le
m
y
se
at

be
lt,

as
se
ss

m
y
lif
e
ch
oi
ce
sl
ea
di
ng

to
th
is
m
om

en
t…

I’m
th
e
be
st
ho

ts
ho

tp
ilo

te
ve
r!

…
Fi
re

up
th
e
en
gi
ne
sa

nd
…

w
e’r

e
ou

to
fh

er
e!
”

�
eA

BC
12
3l
ea
pe
d
fro

m
th
eg

ro
un

d
an
d
sp
un

ar
ou

nd
in

th
e
ai
rc

au
sin

g
ev
er
yo

ne
ne
ar
by

on
th
e
la
nd

in
g
pa
d
to

th
ro
w

th
em

se
lv
es

to
th
e
gr
ou

nd
fo
r
sa
fe
ty
.
�

en
it
ac
-

ce
le
ra
te
d
ou

to
fS

pa
ce
st
at
io
n
A
lp
ha

Ba
y
12
,a
cc
id
en
ta
lly
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�
e
A
BC123

approached
the

Fleptom
artparking

area
and

arrow
s
appeared

on
the

screen
show

ing
the

path
to

landing
pad

47-A
.N

ono
piloted

theship
slow

ly
follow

ing
the

arrow
sasdirected.

�
eship’sproxim

itysirenseruptedandredlightsbathed
thecockpit.A

shipsuddenly�lledthefrontw
indow.N

ono
jam

m
ed

thesteering
consolesending

theA
BC123into

an
evasive

barrelrollsending
Straw

berry
and

Bishop
tum

-
bling

about
the

cockpit
like

a
dryer

fullof
socks.

�
e

other
ship

tore
outofthe

landing
area

and
disappeared

into
space.
Straw

berry
shouted,“W

hatw
asthatabout?”

N
ono

replied,“Ibetthatship
isbeing

piloted
by

ahot-
shotpilot!”

A
�erafew

m
om

entsofhoveringaround,N
onolanded

theshipon
thelandingpadandshuttheshipdow

n.Straw
-

berry
and

Bishop
picked

them
selvesup

o�
the

ground.
N
ono

leptoutofhispilotchairand
shouted,“Let’s�nd

outw
hat’s

going
on

w
ith

those
snacks!”

as
Straw

berry
counted

severalnew
bruises.

N
onodroppedtheram

panddescendedacrosstheland-

47

clipping
the

tailofa
nearby

parked
spaceship,and

con-
tinued

outofspace
station

airspace
atextrem

e
speeds!

Bishop
andStraw

berry,unpreparedfortake-o�,fellto
the�oorand

then
tum

bled
into

theback
w
all.Straw

berry
shouted,“N

ono!
You

prom
ised

to
tellus

before
w
e
take

o�!Ibum
ped

m
y
head

again!”

Bishop’s
rules

to
surviving

the
A
BC

123

1.
Buckle

in
before

N
ono

blastso�.

2.
D
on’tforgetrule

num
ber1.

“O
ops!

Sorry.I’m
justso

excited
aboutthism

ission!
H
aha!”N

ono
setin

a
course

tow
ard

theirdestination.As
soon

as
the

ship
w
as

m
oving

sm
oothly,he

engaged
the

autopilot,unbuckled
hissafety

belt,and
exited

the
cock-

pit.
“Ibetthis

m
ission

w
illbe

easy-peasy.
W
hatshould

w
edo

untilw
egetto

BetaCalculus?
Ithink

Iw
antanap.”

“I’ve
gotsom

e
thingsto

�x.W
e
w
eren’tatSpacesta-
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ke
n.” St

ra
w
be
rr
y
sa
id
,“
O
fc

ou
rs
e,
it’
sb

ro
ke
n.

It
lo
ok

sl
ik
e

so
m
et
hi
ng

bi
tt
he

en
er
gy

re
la
y.

A
tl
ea
st

it’
s
no

tt
al
ki
ng

ab
ou

tt
re
es

an
ym

or
e.”

St
ra
w
be
rr
y
sa
tu

p
a
m
om

en
t.

“I
w
ill

�x
it
w
ith

m
y
m
in
d.”

N
on

or
ai
se
dh

is
le
�
ey
eb
ro
w,

“Y
ou

’re
go

in
gt
od

ow
ha
t?
”

St
ra
w
be
rr
y
st
ar
ed

ha
rd

at
th
e
ta
ct
ic
al

co
m
pu

te
r.

H
e

st
ar
ed

ev
en

ha
rd
er
.H

is
br
ow

w
as

fu
rr
ow

ed
w
ith

co
nc
en
-

tra
tio

n.
N
on

o
as
ke
d
Bi
sh
op

,“
W
ha
t’s

he
do

in
g?
”

Bi
sh
op

re
pl
ie
dc

ur
tly

,“
St
ra
w
be
rr
y
is
�x

in
gt
he

ta
ct
ic
al

co
m
pu

te
rw

ith
hi
sm

in
d.”

N
on

o
as
ke
d
cu
rio

us
ly
,“
Ca

n
he

ev
en

do
th
at
?”

Bi
sh
op

be
ep
ed

th
en

bo
op

ed
th
en

sh
ru
gg
ed
.

St
ra
w
be
rr
y
st
ar
ed

ha
rd
er
,h

is
ey
es

as
w
id
e
op

en
as

th
ey

co
ul
dp

os
sib

ly
be
.H

es
ta
rte

ds
w
ay
in
gb

ac
ka

nd
fo
rth

.
H
eh

um
m
ed

a
sin

gl
en

ot
et

ha
te

ch
oe
d
ag
ai
ns
tt
he

w
al
la
s

its
ow

n
ov
er
to
ne
.A

�e
rs

ev
er
al
m
om

en
ts
,h

e
an
no

un
ce
d,

“F
IX
ED

IT
!”
St
ra
w
be
rr
y
st
oo

d
up

an
d
lo
ok

ed
pl
ea
se
d.

Bi
sh
op

lo
ok

ed
sk
ep
tic

al
.

�
e
ta
ct
ic
al
co
m
pu

te
rl
oo

ke
d
bl
an
k.

46

tio
n
A
lp
ha

lo
ng

en
ou

gh
fo
rm

et
o�

xt
he

se
co
nd

ar
ye

ng
in
e

dr
iv
e
sy
st
em

,”
re
pl
ie
d
St
ra
w
be
rr
y.

“I
w
an
t
to

ex
am

in
e
th
is

ro
ck

th
at

bi
t
m
y
le
g
w
he
n

Is
lip

pe
d
on

th
e
di
rt

fro
m

th
e
po

�e
d
pl
an
t.

W
hy

di
d
it

bi
te

m
y
le
g?

D
id

it
th
in
k
it
w
as

a
go

od
id
ea
?
Ik

no
w

I
di
dn

’t.”
Bi
sh
op

st
oo

d
ho

ld
in
g
th
e
ro
ck

th
at

bi
th

im
,t
he
n

w
an
de
re
d
ov
er

to
hi
ss

ci
en
ce

la
b
to

do
so
m
ei
nv

es
tig

at
iv
e

sc
ie
nc
e.

“N
ap

tim
es

ar
e
th
e
be
st

tim
es
!”,

sh
ou

te
d
N
on

o
w
ith

ex
ub

er
an
ce

as
he

pi
ck
ed

up
hi
ss
tu
�y

Fr
ec
kl
es

an
dh

ea
de
d

to
hi
sb

un
k
fo
ra

na
p.

∗∗
∗

Se
ve
ra
lh

ou
rs

pa
ss
ed
.

�
e
sh
ril
ls
ou

nd
of

al
ar
m
si
n
th
e
A
BC

12
3
ra
ng

ac
ro
ss

th
es

hi
p
su
gg
es
tin

ga
la
rg
eo

bj
ec
tw

as
cl
os
eb

y
an
dg

e�
in
g

cl
os
er
.�

is
st
ar
tle

d
St
ra
w
be
rr
y
an
d
he

th
re
w
hi
sh

am
m
er

ac
ro
ss

th
e
ro
om

by
ac
ci
de
nt
.
�

e
ha
m
m
er

sa
ile
d
ac
ro
ss

th
e
ro
om

an
d
la
nd

ed
on

Bi
sh
op
’s

fo
ot
.
Bi
sh
op

ye
lp
ed

in
su
rp
ris

e
an
d
dr
op

pe
d
a
m
ic
ro
sc
op

e
on

hi
s
ot
he
rf
oo

t,
“Y
ea
ou

ch
!”
N
on

o
aw

ok
e
fro

m
hi
sn

ap
.

15



N
ono

said,“�
e
Fleptom

art.It’snottoo
far.”

Straw
berry

looked
around

the
cockpit

and
sat.

H
e

looked
atthe

tacticalcom
puter,noticed

the
screen

w
as

blank,and
pulled

theundersidepanelopen
to

peek
inside

and
�gure

outw
hy.

∗∗∗

�
irty

m
inutes

passed
slow

ly
by

in
a
string

of
un-

eventfulnothingsperiodically
interrupted

by
noti�cation

chirps
ofvarious

A
BC123

subsystem
s
looking

fora�en-
tion.N

ono
pointed,“�

ere’s
the

Fleptom
art.”

H
e
looked

atthe
com

m
unicationsarray,sw

itched
to

the
�ightnavi-

gation
broadcastfrequency,and

said,“H
ello,Fleptom

art!
�

isisthe
A
BC123

asking
forclearance

to
land.”

�
e
com

m
unications

array
burbled

w
ith

static
for

a
bit,then

a
high-pitched

voice
gurgled,“You

are
cleared

forlanding,A
BC123.

Please
proceed

to
landing

pad
47-

A
.”�

e
hairson

Straw
berry’sneck

stood
on

end.
Bishop

entered
thecockpitand

looked
dow

n
atStraw

-
berry

�dgeting
w
ith

the
tacticalcom

puter.“Itlooksbro-

45

N
ono

and
Straw

berry
rushed

to
the

cockpitand
saw

a
dead

parrotsailpastthe
ship’sw

indow.
“O

h,m
y
goodness!�

atw
asadead

parrotsailingpast
the

ship
in

the
m
iddle

ofspace!”cried
N
ono!

Bishop
yelled

from
theback

oftheship
w
hilelooking

athisdented
android

feet,“A
dead

parrot?
Piratesm

ust
be

close
by!Check

the
radar!”

N
onolookedattheradar.“Greatspacepickles!�

ere’s
a
spaceship

rightbehind
usin

close
pursuit!Itm

ustbe
a

pirate
spaceship!”

N
ono

w
as

overw
helm

ed
and

fainted.
H
isbody

slum
ped

overthe
arm

ofthe
pilot’schair.

Straw
berry

rushed
to

N
ono’s

side
and

shook
him

to
w
ake

him
up.

N
ono

�nally
aw

oke
and

looked
around,

looked
atthe

radar,saw
the

indicationson
the

radarthat
therew

asapiratespaceship
directly

behind
them

closing
fast,and

exclaim
ed,“O

h
no!”

N
ono

alm
ostfainted

again
w
hen

Straw
berry

shouted,
“D

o
som

ething!
Pilotthe

ship!
Ithink

the
pirate

ship
is

trying
to

a�ach
to

the
A
BC123!”

N
ono

straightened
in

hischairand
pulled

him
selfto-

gether,“Right!I’m
a
hotshotpilot!I’m

going
to

pilotthis
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As
N
on

o
he
ad
ed

up
th
e
ra
m
p
in
to

th
e
sh
ip
,h

e
sa
w

Bi
sh
op

st
an
di
ng

at
th
et
op

of
th
er

am
p
lo
ok

in
g
at
th
ec

ei
l-

in
g.
N
on

or
ac
ed

to
th
ec

oc
kp

it
as

he
ye
lle
d,
“M

iss
io
n
w
ai
ts

fo
rn

o
on

e!
Ti
m
e
to

go
!T

H
RE

E!
”

St
ra
w
be
rr
y
ra
n
up

th
e
ra
m
p
as

it
st
ar
te
d
cl
os
in
g.

“T
W
O
!”

�
e
lig

ht
s
�i
ck
er
ed

as
N
on

o
tu
rn
ed

on
th
e
en
gi
ne
s.

Be
fo
re
St
ra
w
be
rr
yh

ad
ac

ha
nc
et
os

ay
,“
O
h,
no

.N
ot
ag
ai
n.”
,

he
he
ar
d
“O

N
E!
”a

nd
th
e
sh
ip

lu
rc
he
d,
sp
un

18
0
de
gr
ee
s,

an
d
th
en

lu
rc
he
d
ag
ai
n
as

it
le
pt

ou
to

ft
he

ha
ng

er
an
d

pl
un

ge
d
up

w
ar
ds

th
ro
ug

h
th
e
Be

ta
Ca

lc
ul
us

at
m
os
ph

er
e

in
to

sp
ac
e
se
nd

in
g
St
ra
w
be
rr
y
an
d
Bi
sh
op

cr
as
hi
ng

in
to

aw
al
l.
A
nd

ac
ha
ir.

A
nd

at
ab
le
.A

nd
as

m
al
lp

o�
ed

pl
an
t

co
ve
re
d
w
ith

th
or
ns
.A

nd
th
en

th
e
w
al
la
ga
in
.

Bi
sh
op

pi
ck
ed

hi
m
se
lf
up

sa
dl
y.

St
ra
w
be
rr
y
pi
ck
ed

hi
m
se
lf
up

an
d
pu

lle
d
ou

ta
lo
ng

ne
ed
le
fro

m
hi
sf
or
ea
rm

w
he
re
it
ha
dh

it
th
ep

la
nt
.“
Ye
ou

ch
!”

�
e
pl
an
tl
ay

on
th
e
gr
ou

nd
,i
t’s

po
ts
ha
�e

re
d
an
d
its

so
il
st
re
w
n
ac
ro
ss

th
e
�o

or
.

St
ra
w
be
rr
y
br
us
he
d
th
e
di
rt
o�

hi
sp

an
ts
an
d
w
al
ke
d

to
th
e
co
ck
pi
t.
“W

he
re

ar
e
w
e
he
ad
ed
?”

44

sh
ip
!”

H
e
ad
ju
st
ed

hi
sp

os
iti
on

in
th
e
ch
ai
r,
gr
ab
be
d
th
e

sh
ip
’s
co
nt
ro
ls,

an
d
pe
rfo

rm
ed

ev
as
iv
e
m
an
eu
ve
rs

ju
st
in

tim
et
o
pr
ev
en
tt
he

pi
ra
te
sp
ac
es
hi
p
fro

m
a�

ac
hi
ng

to
th
e

sid
e
of

th
e
A
BC

12
3.

Bi
sh
op

,h
ob
bl
ed

in
to

th
e
co
ck
pi
ta

nd
sa
id
,“
Pe
rh
ap
s

w
e
sh
ou

ld
tr
y
ou

tru
nn

in
g
th
em

?”
N
on

o
re
pl
ie
d,

“E
xc
el
le
nt

id
ea
,m

y
fa
vo
rit
e
an
dr
oi
d!

Le
tt
he
m

ea
te

ng
in
e
du

st
!”

N
on

o
H
oh

o’
s
pi
lo
ti
ng

ti
ps

1.
D
on

’t
pr
es
s
th
e
bi
g
re
d
bu

�o
n
th
at

m
ak
es

th
e
sh
ip

ex
pl
od

e–
w
hy

sh
ip
sh

av
e
th
is
is
a
m
ys
te
ry
.

2.
D
on

’t
tu
rn

th
e
st
ee
rin

g
w
he
el

m
or
e
th
an

5
w
ay
s

ar
ou

nd
–t
he
n
it
w
ill

fa
ll
o�

m
ak
in
g
it
ha
rd

to
st
ee
r.

3.
W
he
n
bl
as
tin

g
o�

,h
ol
d
th
e
gr
ee
n
bu

�o
n
w
ith

yo
ur

rig
ht

ha
nd

an
d
th
e
or
an
ge

bu
�o

n
w
ith

yo
ur

le
�

ha
nd

–i
tm

ak
es

th
e
en
gi
ne
sr

un
sm

oo
th
er
.
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m
unication

room
.

N
ono

gaveO
�o

thethum
bsup

sign.“O
�o,w

ew
illdo

thism
ission!”

“Iam
�lled

w
ith

gladness!Iw
illsend

you
coordinates

forthe
distribution

centerand
the

detailsofthe
m
ostre-

centorder.M
y
m
any

thanksto
you.”O

�o
vanished

from
the

holo
platform

.
N
ono

announced
into

the
intercom

system
.
“Every-

body
getto

the
ship!W

e’re
taking

o�!”
N
ono

putFreckles
dow

n
againstthe

w
all,ran

dow
n

the
hall,up

the
stairs,through

the
kitchen,slipped

on
trash,and

tum
bled

tow
ardsthecounteron

theback
w
all.

H
elay

on
theground

and
then

satup.H
epaused,looked

around,and
w
ondered

w
hy

there
w
as

trash
alloverthe

�oorin
the

kitchen.
Ashe

satthere,he
saw

Straw
berry

em
erge

from
the

kitchen
pantry,“W

aitfor
m
e!”

he
said

betw
een

m
outh-

fuls.“Ineed
to

getsom
ething!”

N
onojum

pedupandcontinuedtothehangerasStraw
-

berry
slipped

on
the

trash
on

the
�oorand

tum
bled

into
the

w
all.“Yeouch!”he

heard
Straw

berry
cry

behind
him

.

43

4.
W
hen

evading
tricky

space
pirates,do

a
hard

turn

and
slow

dow
n
and

they
w
illpassyou,exceptw

hen

they
are

space
m
onkey

piratesthathave
shipsw

ith

arm
sw

hich
w
illjustgrab

you
asthey

pass.

N
ono

m
axxed

the
engines

and
the

ship
lurched

for-
w
ard.Straw

berry
m
anaged

to
grab

the
w
all,butBishop

didn’tand
he

fellbackw
ard

and
slam

m
ed

into
the

back
w
allofthe

cockpit.“O
uch!Ibonked

m
y
head!”

Severaltensem
om

entspassedastheradarshow
edthe

pirateship
falling

behind
untilitno

longershow
ed

up
on

the
radar.
N
ono

exclaim
ed,“H

a!
Take

thatpirates!
W
e
outran

you!”A
tthatm

om
ent,oneoftheenginesspu�eredandw

ent
o�

ine
and

the
ship

slow
ed

dow
n.Sm

oke
�lled

the
ship.

Straw
berry

gota
seriouslook

on
hisface.H

e
picked

up
Tiza

Jr.and
W
ally

Jr.and
said,“Com

e
on

guys.Tim
e

to
go

�x
stu�.”

H
e
headed

to
the

engine
com

partm
entto

�x
things.

18



ca
tio

n
pl
at
fo
rm

in
a
ga
rd
en

ou
ts
id
e
so
m
ew

he
re
.

“I
am

so
gl
ad

to
be

m
ee
tin

g
yo

u!
It
is
a
be
au
tif
ul

da
y

ou
ts
id
e!
”
O
�o

ge
st
ur
ed

ar
ou

nd
hi
m
.
�

e
ai
rw

as
a
ro
il-

in
g
m
as
s
of

gr
ee
n
fo
g
oc
ca
sio

na
lly

br
ok

en
up

by
lu
m
py

bu
bb
le
so

fb
ro
w
n.

N
on

o
th
ou

gh
tt
o
hi
m
se
lf
th
at

th
e
fo
g

lo
ok

ed
gr
os
s,
bu

tO
�o

se
em

ed
to

en
jo
y
it.

St
ra
w
be
rr
y
en
te
re
d
th
e
ro
om

,s
at

in
a
ch
ai
r,
pu

th
is

fe
et

up
,a
nd

sli
d
hi
ss

un
gl
as
se
so

n.
“I
ha
ve

a
st
ra
ng

e
m
iss

io
n
fo
ry

ou
.�

is
is
N
or
tw

ho
is

th
eC

hi
ef
Ch

an
ce
llo

ro
fS

ch
oo

ls
in

th
ec

ap
ita

lc
ity

of
Be

ta
Ca

lc
ul
us
.U

nf
or
tu
na
te
ly
,t
he
y
ha
ve

ru
n
ou

to
fs

na
ck

fo
r

th
e
ch
ild

re
n.

A
lso

un
fo
rtu

na
te
ly
,c
ar
go

sh
ip
s
ar
e
di
sa
p-

pe
ar
in
g
or

be
in
g
di
ve
rte

d
so
m
ew

he
re

be
tw

ee
n
he
re

an
d

th
ef
oo

d
di
st
rib

ut
io
n
ce
nt
er

w
ep

ur
ch
as
es

na
ck
sf
ro
m
.W

e
ne
ed

yo
u
to
�g

ur
eo

ut
w
ha
t’s

go
in
go

n
an
db

rin
gi
n
as

hi
p-

m
en
t.
O
ur

ch
ild

re
n’
sf
ut
ur
ei
si
n
yo

ur
ha
nd

s!
W
ill

yo
u
do

it?
” N

on
o
an
d
St
ra
w
be
rr
y
lo
ok

ed
at

ea
ch

ot
he
ra

nd
th
en

sa
id
,“
Ye
s,
w
e
w
ill
!”
St
ra
w
be
rr
y
ad
de
d,
“B
ut

�r
st
th
is
ta
lk

of
sn
ac
k
m
ak
es

m
e
hu

ng
ry
.”

St
ra
w
be
rr
y
he
ad
ed

to
th
e

ki
tc
he
n
to

ea
ts
om

es
na
ck

le
av
in
g
N
on

o
al
on

ei
n
th
ec

om
-

42

N
on

o
sh
ou

te
d
ba
ck

to
St
ra
w
be
rr
y,
“I’
m

go
in
g
to

ke
ep

�y
in
g
th
e
sh
ip
.M

ay
be

th
er
e
ar
e
m
or
e
pi
ra
te
sn

ea
rb

y.
I

w
on

de
ri
ft
he
y
kn

ow
ab
ou

to
ur

ca
rg
o.
If
so
,I
w
on

de
rh

ow
th
ey

fo
un

d
ou

ta
bo

ut
us

so
fa
st
.W

e
ba
re
ly

le
�
th
e
sp
ac
e

st
at
io
n.”

∗∗
∗

Se
ve
ra
lh

ou
rs

pa
ss
ed
.

N
on

o
co
nt
in
ue
d
to

ex
pe
rtl
y
gu

id
e
th
e
sh
ip

th
ro
ug

h
th
e
ov
er
�o

w
in
g
no

th
in
gn

es
so

fs
pa
ce

w
hi
le
hu

m
m
in
g
to

hi
m
se
lf.

St
ra
w
be
rr
ya

�e
m
pt
ed

to
�x

th
ee

ng
in
es
.H

ew
as

us
in
g

hi
s
ha
m
m
er

an
d
gl
ue

gu
n
to

pi
ec
e
th
in
gs

ba
ck

to
ge
th
er
,

bu
th

ad
pr
ob
le
m
s�

xi
ng

th
et
em

pe
ra
m
en
ta
lm

an
ifo

ld
di
s-

tri
bu

to
rc

om
pl
et
el
y.

“I
th
in
k
th
at
’ll

ho
ld

fo
rn

ow
,b

ut
I’l
l

ne
ed

ne
w
pa
rts

to
re
al
ly

�x
it.

W
e
sh
ou

ld
n’
tt
ry

m
ax
xi
ng

ou
tt
he

en
gi
ne
sl
ik
e
th
at

ag
ai
n
un

til
w
e
ha
ve

a
ch
an
ce

to
ge
tn

ew
pa
rts

.A
nd

ag
ril
le
dc

he
es
es

an
dw

ic
h.”

he
sh
ou

te
d

to
N
on

o.
“�

at
’s
ok

!
Iw

ill
us
e
m
y
am

az
in
g
ho

ts
ho

tp
ilo

tin
g!
”

N
on

o
re
pl
ie
d.

“I
se
tu

p
an

al
ar
m

th
at

w
ill

te
ll
us

if
pi
ra
te
s
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3

A
quick

trip
to

the

Fleptom
art

�
e
doorbellrang!

Itw
as

a
lilting

m
elody

rem
iniscent

ofdolphins
having

a
nice

chatw
ith

an
ow

land
a
para-

keetaboutthe
joys

ofsunsets.
N
ono

grabbed
Freckles

and
ran

dow
n
from

the
laundry

room
and

answ
ered

the
door.�

ere
w
asno

one
there.�

e
bellrang

again.
N
ono

realized
itw

asnotthe
doorbell,butratherthe

interplanetary
video

com
m
unication

system
.
H
e
raced

dow
n
the

halland
up

som
e
stairsto

the
com

m
unication

room
and

answ
ered

the
call.

�
e
holo

platform
show

ed
O
�o

standing
nextto

anotherBetarian
thatlooked

ali�le
like

O
�o,only

taller.�
ey

w
ere

standing
on

a
com

m
uni-

41

are
behind

us
and

ge�ing
too

close.
�

at’llpreventus
from

ge�ing
sur–”

A
tthatm

om
ent,thealarm

w
ento�

and
thered

DA
N
-

GER
light�ashed.N

ono
checked

the
radarand

saw
an-

otherpiratespaceshipbehindtheA
BC123andge�ingcloser

fast!“A
notherpiratespaceship

approaching!”yelled
N
ono

to
the

crew.“Idon’tthink
they

w
antto

give
ushugs.”

N
ono

turned
theenginesup

abit,butdidn’tm
axthem

outbecauseherem
em

beredStraw
berrysaidm

axingthem
outm

ightbreak
them

again
“H

m
m
…

W
e’renotgoing

fast
enough.Ifw

e
w
antto

outrun
them

,w
e’re

going
to

have
to

m
ax

the
enginesagain.”

Straw
berry

yelled,“N
o!

�
e
engines

w
illbreak

and
w
e’llbe�oating

in
thevacuum

ofspaceforever!”Butbe-
forehecould�nish

sayingthat,N
onom

axxedtheengines
and

the
ship

lurched
forw

ard!
Straw

berry
fellto

the
�oorand

bonked
hishead.H

e
stood

up,butfeltdazed.H
eshook

hishead
ali�leto

clear
it.H

e
w
aspre�y

sure
the

enginesw
ould

break
and

that
they

couldn’toutrun
thepiratesthistim

e.H
eopened

the
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St
ra
w
be
rr
y
sm

ile
d
an
d
w
ro
te

a
ne
w
lin

e.
N
on

o
lo
ok

ed
ar
ou

nd
an
d
be
am

ed
.“
Le
t’s

ca
ll
th
is
ba
se

”H
om

eb
as
e”
.A

w
es
om

e!
Ti
m
e
to

go
un

pa
ck
!”

St
ra
w
be
rr
yh

an
de
dt
he

lis
tt
oM

ar
ks
ne
w.

“�
is
is
w
ha
t

w
e
ne
ed
.”

N
on

o
an
d
St
ra
w
be
rr
y
le
�.

Bi
sh
op

sh
ru
gg
ed

an
d
sa
t

do
w
n.

M
ar
ks
ne
w
lo
ok

ed
at
th
ep

ie
ce

of
pa
pe
ri
n
hi
sh

an
d

an
d
sa
id
,“
A
ll
yo

u
ne
ed

is
a
ca
nd

y
m
ac
hi
ne
?”

40

w
ea
po

n
cl
os
et

an
d
pu

lle
d
ou

ta
sw

or
d.

“I’
ll
ne
ed

a
sw

or
d

if
th
os
e
pi
ra
te
s
bo

ar
d
th
e
sh
ip
,”
he

sa
id
.
H
e
pa
us
ed

an
d

to
ok

a
se
co
nd

sw
or
d.

“M
ay
be

tw
o
sw

or
ds
.”

A
tt
ha
tm

om
en
t,
th
ec

re
w
he
ar
da

sm
al
le
xp

lo
sio

n
fro

m
th
e
en
gi
ne

ro
om

an
d
th
e
sh
ip

im
m
ed
ia
te
ly

slo
w
ed

do
w
n

ag
ai
n.

A
fa
in
ts
m
el
lo
fb

ur
ni
ng

pl
as
tic

an
d
sm

ok
e,
sli
gh

tly
di
�e

re
nt

th
an

th
e
pr
ev
io
us

sm
el
lo

fs
m
ok

e,
�l
le
d
th
e
liv

-
in
g
qu

ar
te
rs
.

N
on

o
sh
ou

te
d,

“G
re
at

sin
gi
ng

hi
pp

os
in

sp
ac
e!

O
ne

of
th
e
en
gi
ne
si
so

ut
an
d
w
e’
re

no
tg

oi
ng

fa
st
en
ou

gh
to

ou
tru

n
th
e
pi
ra
te
s.
Pr
ep
ar
e
to

be
bo

ar
de
d!
”

St
ra
w
be
rr
yl
oo

ke
da

tt
he

sw
or
ds

in
hi
sh

an
ds

an
df
ro
w
ne
d.

“K
ne
w
it.”

�
e
pi
ra
te

sh
ip

ca
m
e
up

al
on

gs
id
e
th
e
A
BC

12
3
an
d
a

tu
be

ex
te
nd

ed
fro

m
th
e
sid

e
of

th
e
sh
ip

an
d
a�

ac
he
d
it-

se
lf
to

th
e
hu

ll
of

th
e
A
BC

12
3
w
ith

a
gr
in
di
ng

ka
th
um

p.
La
se
rs

cu
ta

ho
le
in

th
e
A
BC

12
3
hu

ll
w
he
re

th
e
tu
be

w
as

a�
ac
he
d
an
d
sm

ok
e
po

ur
ed

in
th
ro
ug

h
th
e
ho

le
.
Su

d-
de
nl
y,
a
pi
ra
te

w
ith

a
ro
bo

tt
en
ta
cl
ea

rm
ju
m
pe
d
th
ro
ug

h
th
e
sm

ok
e
in
to

th
e
A
BC

12
3!

N
on

o
sh
ou

te
d,

“W
e
ha
ve

go
tt
o
ge
tt
ha
te

ng
in
e
ba
ck
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“Straw
berry,can

you
m
akealistofallthethingsw

e’re
going

to
need?

�
e
�rstthing

w
e’llneed

isa
candy

m
a-

chine.Itshould
go

there.”
Straw

berry
picked

up
a
pad

ofpaper
and

a
pen

and
started

w
riting

furiously.
Bishop

sighed.
“Ifw

e
putthe

candy
m
achine

there,
N
ono,then

noonew
illbeabletoenterorexitthekitchen.”

Straw
berry

scribbled
outw

hathe
justw

rote.
“W

hatifitw
asan

ice
cream

m
achine?”

Straw
berry

licked
hislipsand

w
rote

a
new

line.
“N

o,noteven
ifitw

asan
ice

cream
m
achine.”

Straw
berryscruncheduphisfaceandcrossedthatline

out.“W
ell,w

eneedacandym
achineanditshouldgosom

e-
w
hereand

ifw
eputitsom

ew
hereotherthan

thekitchen,
w
e’llgetants.”
A
tthatpoint,M

arksnew
appeared.“A

ntsare
w
orst.”

he
lam

ented.
“Perhaps,if

you
m
oved

the
po�ed

plant
to

be
further

into
the

room
and

putthe
candy

m
achine

againstthe
w
allthere.”

“�
atsoundsgreat!Straw

berry–w
rite

itdow
n!”

39

online!”
N
ono

leaped
outofthe

pilot’schairand
ran

out
ofthe

cockpitand
into

the
living

quarters.
Straw

berry
threw

him
oneofthesw

ords,then
ran

to
theengineroom

to
�x

the
broken

engine.
�

e
pirate

w
ith

a
robottentacle

spo�ed
the

treasure
chestsi�ing

in
the

m
iddle

ofthe
cabin,sm

iled
w
ith

de-
light,and

headed
tow

ardsit.N
ono

caughtthesw
ord

from
Straw

berry
w
ith

a
�ourish

and
lunged

atthe
pirate,but

m
issedandtrippedoveritstentacle,anddroppedhissw

ord.
H
e
alm

ostfellto
the

�oorbutgrabbed
the

w
allto

catch
him

selfjustin
tim

e.
Bishop

ran
in

to
the

cabin
w
ith

his
arm

s
w
aving

all
overtheplaceshouting,“A

hhhhh!”H
eim

m
ediatelytripped

over
N
ono’s

sw
ord

and
crashed

into
the

pirate
causing

them
both

to
fallto

the
�oorin

a
tangle

oflim
bs.

A
secondpirateappearedthrough

thesm
okeandboarded

theship!�
isonehad

a
w
eird

bird
head

and
claw

ed
feet.

Asitsurveyedthescene,itsaw
thetreasurechest,squaw

ked
w
ith

delight,and
jum

ped
tow

ardsit!
M
eanw

hile,in
the

engine
room

,Straw
berry

�nished
replacing

a
pipe,som

e
pow

ercables,and
a
circuitboard
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pl
ac
e
w
hi
le
yo

u
ar
e
go

ne
.I

al
so

te
nd

th
e
ga
rd
en
.”

Be
fo
re

th
ey

co
ul
d
sa
y
hi
,h

e
tu
rn
ed

ab
ou

ta
nd

le
�.

N
on

o,
St
ra
w
be
rr
y,
an
d
Bi
sh
op

en
te
re
d
th
e
ba
se
.�

ey
di
vv

ie
d
up

th
e
be
d
ro
om

s.
�

ey
ex
am

in
ed

th
e
co
nt
en
ts

of
th
er

ef
rig

er
at
or
.�

ey
di
d
a
qu

ic
k
in
ve
nt
or
y
of

th
em

e-
ch
an
ic
’s
to
ol
sa

nd
sh
ip

re
pa
ir
m
ac
hi
ne
ry
.�

ey
te
st
ed

th
e

w
at
er

pr
es
su
re
.�

ey
w
al
ke
d
up

th
e
st
ai
rs

an
d
do

w
n
th
e

st
ai
rs
.
�

ey
in
ve
st
ig
at
ed

th
e
cr
ac
ks

in
th
e
ce
ili
ng

.
�

ey
lo
ok

ed
fo
rs

pi
de
rs
.

As
so
on

as
th
ey

fe
lt
lik

e
th
ey

ha
d
lo
ok

ed
at

al
lt
he

th
in
gs
,t
he
y
re
-a
ss
em

bl
ed

in
th
e
ki
tc
he
n
ne
ar

th
e
po

�e
d

pl
an
t.

38

an
d
tri
ed

to
br
in
g
th
ee

ng
in
eb

ac
k
on

lin
e.
It
sp
u�

er
ed
,b
ut

th
en

di
ed
.
St
ra
w
be
rr
y
ki
ck
ed

it
ha
rd
.
�

e
en
gi
ne

sp
ut
-

te
re
d,
bu

tm
an
ag
ed

to
co
m
eb

ac
k
on

lin
e!

It
gr
um

bl
ed

an
d

sp
u�

er
ed
.
W
hi
le

it
w
as

�n
al
ly

on
lin

e,
it
se
em

ed
pr
e�

y
gr
um

py
.

St
ra
w
be

rr
y
C
o�

ee
’s
w
ay

s
to

�x
an

en
gi
ne

1.
H
am

m
er

it.

2.
Fi
x
it
w
ith

yo
ur

m
in
d.

3.
Fe
ed

it
a
gr
ill
ed

ch
ee
se

sa
nd

w
ic
h.

4.
Re

se
at

th
e
sp
at
ia
lc
ap
ac
ito

ru
sin

g
a
se
to

ft
w
ee
ze
rs
.

5.
Ki
ck

it.
H
ar
d.

6.
D
o
no

th
in
g
be
ca
us
e
so
m
et
im

es
it’
ll
ju
st
�x

its
el
f.

St
ra
w
be
rr
y
w
ip
ed

th
e
sw

ea
to

�
hi
s
br
ow

,p
ic
ke
d
up

hi
ss

w
or
d
an
d
ra
n
ba
ck

in
to

th
e
ca
bi
n
ag
ai
n
ju
st
in

tim
e

to
se
e
N
on

o
tu
m
bl
e
to

th
e
�o

or
,s
ta
nd

up
,a
nd

sm
ac
k
th
e
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ahangarand
akitchen

w
ith

apo�ed
plant!Iam

thinking
you

w
illbe

�lled
w
ith

happy
feelings!”

�
ey

allpiled
into

the
A
BC123,butN

ono
m
ade

itto
thecockpitand

launched
theship

into
theairbeforeany-

onehadachancetositdow
n.�

etakeo�
w
asgradualthis

tim
e,so

the
only

injury
w
asa

m
inorscratch

on
Bishop’s

le�
knee.
“Ihave

scratched
m
y
knee,”Bishop

m
oaned.

�
etrip

w
asshort.N

ono
landed

theship
on

theland-
ing

platform
and

they
alldisem

barked.
O
�o

gestured
around

him
.“�

isisallyoursw
hileyou

arein
theserviceoftheBetaCalculushom

ew
orld!”�

en
he

looked
dow

n
and

m
u�ered,“Itneedsa

li�le
cleaning.

Com
e
thisw

ay!”
O
�o

led
the

three
to

a
doorw

ay
and

a
key

pad.
H
e

said,“�
ekey

codeis20200613.You
can

changeitasyou
like.”Asthedoorslidopen,am

an
w
asstandingon

theother
side.H

e
w
asdressed

in
a
purple

jum
p
suit.H

ishairw
as

scraggly
and

hiseyesw
eresunken.H

esm
iled

atthem
.“I

am
M
arksnew.Iam

thegroundskeeper.Itakecareofthe

37

second
pirate

on
the

backside.�
e
bird

pirate
squaw

ked
in

surprise!Ittried
to

peck
N
ono

on
the

head,butN
ono

dove
outofthe

w
ay.�

e
bird

pirate
overextended

itself
and

slam
m
ed

itshead
on

the
w
all.Itfellinto

an
uncon-

sciousheap
on

the
�oor.

Straw
berry

grabbed
a
rollofnanosynthetic

w
ebbing

and
a
grilled

cheese
sandw

ich,ran
to

the
hole

in
the

w
all

oftheship
thatthepiratesw

erecom
ingthrough,andcov-

ereditoverbeforeany
otherpiratescouldgetin.H

em
ade

sure
to

stretch
the

grilled
cheese

as
faras

itcould
go

to
givethepatch

strength
and

resiliency.Som
ething

banged
on

theothersideofthepatchedhole.Straw
berry

shouted,
“�

ispatch
isn’tgoing

to
hold

forlong!
Enginesshould

be
w
orking

now
–w

e
need

to
getoutofhere!”

N
ono

ran
to

the
cockpit,jum

ped
into

the
pilotchair,

andjerkedtheA
BC123back

andforth
tobreak

aw
ay

from
the

pirate
ship.

H
e
succeeded

w
ith

a
loud

scrunching
sound

thatreverberated
throughoutthe

ship
forseveral

aw
kw

ard
m
om

ents.
�

en
he

m
axxed

the
engines

again
to

escape!
Straw

berry
tied

up
the

tw
o
unconscious

pirates
and
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ab
ea
tin

gt
hi
sm

iss
io
n.

I’l
ln
ee
ds

om
eq

ua
lit
y
tim

et
oe

na
ct

re
pa
irs

.I
’ll

st
ar
tm

ak
in
g
a
lis
to

fn
ee
de
d
pa
rts

.”
N
on

o
no

dd
ed
.“
Iw

ill
ha
ve

a
gr
ill
ed

ch
ee
se

sa
nd

w
ic
h

an
d
th
en

ta
ke

a
na
p.”

St
ra
w
be

rr
y
C
o�

ee
’s
re
ci
pe

fo
r
G
ri
lle

d
C
he

es
e

1.
Ge

ts
om

e
gr
ill
ed
.

2.
Ge

ts
om

e
ch
ee
se
.

3.
Pu

tt
he
m

in
a
bo

w
la
nd

w
hi
sk

lig
ht
ly
.

Bi
sh
op

lo
ok

ed
up

at
th
es

ky
an
d
sa
id
,“
Se
em

sw
eh

av
e

a
co
up

le
of

ho
ur
s
to

w
ai
t.

I’l
lh

el
p
w
ith

da
m
ag
e
in
ve
n-

to
ry
.”

∗∗
∗

Se
ve
ra
lh

ou
rs

pa
ss
ed
.

O
�o

ap
pe
ar
ed

ou
to

fn
ow

he
re
.“
It
is
tim

e!
Le
t’s

ta
ke

yo
ur

sh
ip

an
d
�y

to
th
es
e
co
or
di
na
te
s.
�

e
ba
se

in
cl
ud

es

36

dr
ag
ge
d
th
em

in
to

th
e
ca
rg
o
ho

ld
an
d
th
en

re
tu
rn
ed

to
th
e
co
ck
pi
t.

Se
ve
ra
lm

in
ut
es

pa
ss
ed
.�

e
ra
da
rs

ho
w
ed

th
e
pi
ra
te

sh
ip

ge
�i
ng

fu
rth

er
an
d
fu
rth

er
be
hi
nd

th
em

.S
tra

w
be
rr
y

cr
os
se
d
hi
s
�n

ge
rs

an
xi
ou

sly
ho

pi
ng

th
e
en
gi
ne
s
w
ou

ld
ho

ld
up

.
Bi
sh
op

w
al
ke
d
in
to

th
e
co
ck
pi
ta

nd
as
ke
d,

“A
ny

sig
n

of
pi
ra
te
sa

ny
m
or
e?
”

N
on

o
re
pl
ie
d,
“I
do

n’
ts
ee

th
em

on
th
er

ad
ar
.”
�

en
he

lo
ok

ed
at

th
e
�a
sh
in
g
re
d
lig

ht
on

th
e
co
ns
ol
e
to

hi
sl
e�

.
“O

h,
de
ar
.M

ax
in
g
th
ee

ng
in
es

is
pu

�i
ng

al
ot

of
st
re
ss

on
ou

rp
ow

er
sy
st
em

s.
�

at
’s
no

tg
oo

d.”
�

es
hi
pc

re
ak
ed

an
dt
he

en
gi
ne
sg

ro
an
ed
.N

on
oc

he
ck
ed

th
e
ra
da
ra

ga
in

fo
rp

ira
te

sp
ac
es
hi
ps
,d

id
n’
ts
ee

an
y,
an
d

th
en

br
ou

gh
tt
he

en
gi
ne
sd

ow
n
to
as

af
er
an
dc

al
m
er
le
ve
l.

St
ra
w
be
rr
yw

as
re
lie
ve
d.
H
ew

ip
ed

hi
sb

ro
w
an
dl
oo

ke
d

ar
ou

nd
th
e
co
ck
pi
t.
“�

is
sh
ip

is
in

ro
ug

h
sh
ap
e.
Lo

ok
at

th
is.
”S

tra
w
be
rr
y
pu

lle
d
a
kn

ob
o�

on
e
of

th
e
in
st
ru
m
en
t

pa
ne
ls.

“�
is
kn

ob
is
br
ok

en
.”

“W
ha
td

id
th
at

kn
ob

do
?”

as
ke
d
N
on

o.
St
ra
w
be
rr
yl
oo

ke
da

tt
he

kn
ob

an
dt
he

in
st
ru
m
en
tp

an
el
,
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2

The
base

O
�o

looked
pleased.“I’llreturn

in
afew

hoursto
getyou

and
bring

you
to

yourbase.”
W
ith

that,he
shivered

w
ith

pleasure,and
strode

o�.
�

en
paused,turnedaround,andstrodeo�

in
acom

pletely
opposite

direction.
N
onow

ondered,“W
hateverhappenedtoYellow

nose?”
Straw

berryshrugged.“Iw
onderw

hyhehasthatnam
e.

Itdoesn’tseem
very

m
enacing.Ihad

a
yellow

noseonce,
butitturned

outto
be

bitsofgrilled
cheese

Ihad
had

for
lunch.”

N
ono

said
solm

enly,“Perhaps
that’s

notthe
lastw

e
w
illsee

ofthatscurvy
pirate.”

Straw
berry

turned
and

said,“�
e
A
BC123

took
quite

35

then
shrugged.“I’m

notreally
sure.”

H
e
putthe

broken
knob

dow
n,w

alked
outofthecockpit,picked

up
apow

er
ham

m
erfrom

hisw
orkbag,then

proceeded
to

sm
ooth

out
and

reinforce
the

patch
in

the
hull.

N
ono’seyesw

anderedovertheinstrum
entation

in
front

ofhim
,butspenta

good
am

ountoftim
e
looking

atthe
radarforapproaching

ships.“W
e
should

m
ake

ourselves
less…

obvious.I’m
going

to
shuto�

m
ostofthe

lights.
M
aybe

w
e
can

m
ake

itlesslikely
they

can
see

us.”
N
ono

�ipped
som

e
sw

itches
shu�ing

o�
allexternallighting

and
closing

the
shades

on
m
ostofthe

w
indow

s
on

the
ship.“�

at’sbe�er.”

∗∗∗

Tim
epassedslow

ly.�
eshipcontinuedtom

akenoises
thatm

ade
the

crew
uncom

fortable
and

nervous.
Bishop

looked
atthe

radaranxiously.“W
e’ve

outrun
the

piratestw
ice,butIbetthisisn’tover.”

A
tthatm

om
ent,thecom

m
unication

array
litup

w
ith

an
incom

ing
m
essage.N

ono
pressed

the
link

bu�on.
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fo
rt
ra
ns
po

rti
ng

ou
rc
ar
go

!I
n
th
is
br
ie
fc
as
ei
st
he

m
on

ey
I

ow
ey

ou
fo
rs
uc
ce
ss
fu
ld
el
iv
er
y.
Yo

ur
w
or
k
w
as

ex
ce
lle
nt
!

Yo
u’
re

th
e
on

ly
ca
rg
o
sh
ip

to
m
ak
e
th
is
vo
ya
ge

su
cc
es
s-

fu
lly

in
th
el
as
tt
hr
ee

m
on

th
s.
W
ew

ou
ld

lik
et
o
ex
te
nd

to
yo

u
a
pe
rm

an
en
tc

on
tra

ct
fo
ro

ng
oi
ng

de
liv

er
y
jo
bs
.�

e
co
nt
ra
ct

co
m
es

w
ith

a
m
on

th
ly

sa
la
ry

as
w
el
la

sa
ho

m
e

ba
se

to
w
or
k
fro

m
.W

ill
yo

u
do

it?
”

N
on

o
an
d
St
ra
w
be
rr
y
lo
ok

ed
at

ea
ch

ot
he
r,
sm

ile
d,

an
d
sa
id
,“
�

at
so
un

ds
aw

es
om

e!
”

34

“T
H
IS

IS
YE

LL
O
W
N
O
SE

,C
A
PT

A
IN

O
F
TH

E
PI
RA

TE
VE

SS
EL

BE
H
IN
D
YO

U!
YO

U
H
AV

E
CA

RG
O
TH

AT
IW

A
N
T!

YO
U
H
AV

E
ES

CA
PE

D
M
Y
GR

A
SP

SE
VE

RA
L
TI
M
ES

,B
U
T

IW
IL
L
GE

T
YO

U
A
N
D
N
O
TH

IN
G
W
IL
L
ST

O
P
M
E!
”�

en
th
e
ye
lly

vo
ic
e
st
op

pe
d.

N
on

o
re
pl
ie
d,
“�

ey
su
re

w
an
tt
hi
sc

ar
go

ba
d.

Iw
on

-
de
rw

ha
t’s

in
it.”

N
on

o
lo
ok

ed
at
th
er

ad
ar

an
d
ye
lle
d,
“�

er
ad
ar

sh
ow

s
an
ot
he
rs
hi
p
be
hi
nd

us
!L

et
’s
tr
y
to

ou
tru

n
th
is
on

e,
to
o!
”

N
on

o
m
ax
xe
d
th
e
en
gi
ne
s
ag
ai
n.

�
e
sh
ip

ju
m
pe
d
fo
r-

w
ar
d!

�
en
,j
us
ta

ss
ud

de
nl
y,
th
e
sh
ip

lu
rc
he
d
ba
ck
w
ar
d

as
on

e
of

th
e
en
gi
ne
ss

pu
�e

re
d,

ca
ug

ht
on

�r
e,
an
d
sh
ut

do
w
n. N
on

o
cr
ie
d,
“G

re
at

so
gg
y
w
a�

es
!”

St
ra
w
be
rr
y,
w
av
in
g
hi
sp

ow
er
ha
m
m
er

ar
ou

nd
,y
el
le
d

fro
m

th
e
ho

ld
,“
I’l
lt
ry

to
�x

th
e
en
gi
ne
,b
ut

Id
on

’t
th
in
k

it’
sg

oi
ng

to
be

�x
ab
le
th
is
tim

e.
W
e
ne
ed

a
ne
w
pl
an
!”

N
on

o
lo
ok

ed
at

th
e
ra
da
ra

ga
in

an
d
sa
w

th
e
bl
ip

ge
t-

tin
g
cl
os
er
.F

as
t.

Re
al
ly

fa
st
.I
n
fa
ct
,i
tw

as
m
uc
h
fa
st
er

th
an

an
y
sh
ip

he
kn

ew
of

co
ul
d
tra

ve
l.

“U
h…

th
is
isn

’t
a
sh
ip

be
hi
nd

us
.”
H
e
pa
us
ed
.“

O
h
no

.G
RA

B
H
O
LD

O
F
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tow
ards

the
ship

he
replied,“�

ese
are

even
be�erthan

those
thingsyou

have
m
entioned!�

ey
are

high-friction
grippersforholding

piecesin
w
ork

projects!�
ey’re

the
best!N

othing
slipsfrom

them
!”

N
ono,Straw

berry,and
Bishop

looked
athim

asifhe
had

tw
o
heads 4.

A
tthism

om
ent,com

pletely
unseen

by
the

group
cel-

ebrating
theirm

ission
success,the

tw
o
captured

pirates
creptdow

n
the

ram
p
ofthe

ship,then
sprinted

to
a
tun-

nelon
the

otherside
ofthe

landing
pad.

O
�ocontinued,“�

ere’snosubstituteforpushingthings
around

on
atablesaw.W

eBetariansareknow
n
through-

outthe
galaxy

forouram
azing

boutique
furniture.H

ow
-

ever,pirateshavebeen
stealing

allourgrippershipm
ents

recently.W
ithoutthisshipm

ent,w
e
w
ould

have
been

in
severe

trouble
possibly

causing
the

collapse
ofourecon-

om
y
and

destroying
the

w
ell-being

ofallBetarians!”
O
�o

looked
atthecargo

containerand
w
alked

around
itexam

ining
itfordam

age.H
e
sm

iled,m
ade

severalgut-
turalspurts

ofpleasure,and
said,“�

ank
you

so
m
uch

4
W
hile

O
�o

did
havem

any
tentacle

arm
s,he

didn’thave
tw

o
heads.
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SO
M
ETH

IN
G
A
N
D
BRACE

FO
R
IM

PACT!”Som
ethinghit

the
A
BC123

on
the

port
side

hard
and

the
w
hole

ship
shook.�

elights�ickered
on

and
o�

and
sparks�ew

out
ofthe

instrum
entpanel.Straw

berry
and

Bishop
crashed

to
the

�oor.Bishop
picked

him
selfup

and
teetered

over
to

a
ship

com
puter.

“W
e’ve

been
hitby

a
m
issile.

W
e’ve

lostpartofone
ofour

w
ings.

W
e’ve

lostan
engine

and
the

shields
are

depleted.A
lso,thirty-three

percentofthe
lights,one

re-
frigerator,onetoaster,thetoilet,m

y
m
usicplayer,Straw

-
berry’srechargable

drill,and
N
ono’sfootm

assage
chair

are
allout.

�
e
dam

age
reportinstrum

entpanelis
also

dam
aged.Itw

antsto
sing

m
e
a
song

about�ow
ers.”

Straw
berry

yelled
from

the
hold,“Ifw

e
take

another
hitlike

that,w
e’re

done
for!

�
is
is
a
cargo

ship–nota
galacticdestroyer!”Straw

berry
puthis�ngerto

hisnose
and

thoughtaboutw
hatit’d

be
like

to
be

an
engineeron

a
galactic

destroyer.�
en

he
�ashed

back
to

reality.“I’ll
putoutthe�res,butI’m

notsurethere’sm
uch

m
oreIcan

do.”H
eproceeded

to
w
avearound

a�reextinguisherlike
hew

asconducting
an

orchestra
ashem

adehisw
ay

back
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co
nt
ai
ne
ri
n
ho

ve
rm

od
e.

St
ra
w
be
rr
y
th
en

lo
ok

ed
ar
ou

nd
pu

zz
le
d.

“D
id
n’
tw

e
ha
ve

tw
o
pi
ra
te
st
ie
d
up

ba
ck

he
re
?
W
he
re
’d
th
ey

go
?”

Bi
sh
op

sa
id
,“
�

ey
’re

de
�n

ite
ly
no

th
er
en

ow
.I
’m

su
re

th
ey
’ll

tu
rn

up
.”

As
Bi
sh
op

op
en
ed

th
eA

BC
12
3h

at
ch

an
d
dr
op

pe
d
th
e

ra
m
p,
St
ra
w
be
rr
y
pu

sh
ed

th
ec

ar
go

co
nt
ai
ne
rt
hr
ou

gh
th
e

ho
ld
,d
ow

n
th
er

am
p,
an
d
th
en

pa
rk
ed

it
ou

ts
id
et
he

sh
ip
.

Bi
sh
op

w
on

de
re
d,
“I
w
on

de
rw

ha
t’s

in
th
is
ca
rg
o
co
n-

ta
in
er
.I

be
ti
ti
sr

ea
lly

ex
ci
tin

g.”
St
ra
w
be
rr
y
ex
cl
ai
m
ed
,“
M
ay
be

it’
ss

tu
�
es
!”

Bi
sh
op

po
nd

er
ed
,“
Pe
rh
ap
si
t’s

so
m
e
ne
w

ki
nd

of
ed
-

ib
le
al
ga
e?
”

“M
ay
be

it’
sa

ne
w

ki
nd

of
sy
nt
he
tic

w
ra
p
fo
rh

ea
lin

g
m
et
al
!”

“P
er
ha
ps

it’
s�

lle
dw

ith
sn
ow

gl
ob

es
fro

m
Ze

ta
co
n
As

tro
no

m
ou

s-
7k

no
w
n
fo
ri
t’s

m
oo

nl
it
de
se
rt
ni
gh

sc
ap
es

an
d
oc
ca
sio

na
l

bl
iz
za
rd
!”

N
on

o
sli
d
do

w
n
th
e
ra
m
p
an
d
st
oo

d
ne
ar

th
e
ca
rg
o

co
nt
ai
ne
r.

O
�o

ap
pe
ar
ed

on
th
e
la
nd

in
g
pa
d
an
d
as

he
w
al
ke
d
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to
th
e
co
ck
pi
t.

N
on

o
lo
ok

ed
at

th
er

ad
ar

an
d
sa
w
an
ot
he
rb

lip
ra
ci
ng

to
w
ar
ds

th
em

fa
st
.H

e
sh
ou

te
d,

“A
no

th
er

m
iss

ile
in
co
m
-

in
g!
” N
on

o
lo
ok

ed
at

th
e
in
st
ru
m
en
ts
,t
he

ra
da
r,
ou

t
th
e

fro
nt

w
in
do

w,
an
dt
he
n
ba
ck

at
th
er
ad
ar
ag
ai
n.

H
es

m
ile
d.

“I
ha
ve

an
id
ea
.
W
e’
re

go
in
g
to

en
te
r
th
at

as
te
ro
id

�e
ld

ah
ea
d
of

us
an
d
�y

th
ro
ug

h
th
at
.”

Bi
sh
op

sa
id
,“
�

at
so
un

ds
te
rr
ib
le
.”

Ev
er
yo

ne
w
as

qu
ie
ta

s
th
e
bl
ip

on
th
e
ra
da
rs

ho
w
ed

th
e
m
iss

ile
cl
os
in
g
fa
st
.

Ev
er
yo

ne
w
as

qu
ie
ta

sN
on

o
tu
rn
ed

th
e
sh
ip

to
w
ar
ds

a
ne
ar
by

as
te
ro
id

�e
ld
.

Ev
er
yo

ne
w
as

qu
ie
ta
st
he
y
w
on

de
re
d
if
th
is
w
ou

ld
be

th
e
la
st
vo
ya
ge

of
th
e
A
BC

12
3.

N
on

o
ke
pt

an
ey
e
on

th
e
ra
da
r
an
d
gu

id
ed

th
e
sh
ip

to
w
ar
ds

a
hu

ge
as
te
ro
id

at
th
e
ed
ge

of
th
e
as
te
ro
id

�e
ld
.

“I’
m

go
in
g
to

tr
y
to

ge
tt
o
th
at

bi
g
as
te
ro
id

at
th
e
ed
ge

of
th
e
�e

ld
be
fo
re

th
at

m
iss

ile
hi
ts
us
.”

�
ea

st
er
oi
dl
oo

m
ed

cl
os
er
.�

er
ad
ar

sh
ow

ed
th
em

is-
sil
e
ge
�i
ng

cl
os
er
,t
oo

.S
ud

de
nl
y,
N
on

o
je
rk
ed

th
e
w
he
el
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otherside
ofthe

asteroids.
N
onocheckedtheradarandsaw

nothingbehindthem
.

“W
e’re

outofthe
asteroid

�eld.W
e
m
ightbe

free
ofthe

pirates,too.Idon’tsee
them

behind
usanym

ore.”
Straw

berry
asked,“H

ow
m
uch

longeruntilw
e
getto

Beta
Calculus?”

N
ono

sm
iled

and
replied,“You’re

in
luck.

It’s
right

there.”
H
e
pointed

out
the

cockpit
w
indow

at
a
sm

all
sphere

directly
ahead

ofthem
.“W

e’llbe
there

in
a
ji�y.”

�
erem

ainderofthetrip
w
asstressful,butnotnearly

as
exciting.

�
e
A
BC123

w
as

in
rough

shape,butN
ono

m
anaged

to
pilotitspu�ering

and
creaking

allthe
w
ay.

As
they

neared
the

planet’s
atm

osphere,N
ono

con-
tactedthe�ighttow

er,transm
i�edtheA

BC123�ightcode,
and

w
asinstructed

to
land

on
thedesignated

landing
pad.

N
ono

piloted
the

A
BC123

through
the

atm
osphere

and
gently

landed
on

the
landing

pad.
As

he
shutdow

n
the

rem
aining

engine,everyone
breathed

a
sigh

ofrelief.
BishopandStraw

berrystoodfrom
theirseatsandheaded

to
thecargo

hold.�
ecargo

containerw
asstillthereand

intact.Straw
berry

picked
up

the
controlpad

and
putthe
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oftheshipandtheA
BC123�ippedoverafew

tim
es.N

ono
counted

under
his

breath
and

then
pulled

back
on

the
w
heeland

the
A
BC123

sw
erved

and
skirted

the
asteroid

atthelastpossiblem
om

ent–any
closerand

itw
ould

have
been

like
a
blueberry

hi�ing
a
bow

ling
ball.

�
em

issilesw
erved

to
follow

them
,butslam

m
ed

into
theasteroid

in
am

assiveexplosion
thatspun

theasteroid
and

rocked
the

A
BC123.

Straw
berry

lurched
in

his
seat

and
bruised

hiselbow
on

theback
ofhischair.Bishop

w
as

throw
n
outofhisseatand

onto
the

�oor.H
e
groaned.

O
neoftheinstrum

entpanelsexploded
in

ashow
erof

sparksand
�am

esofblue
and

purple
leptfrom

it.Straw
-

berry
leaped

from
his

seat,grabbed
a
�re

extinguisher,
and

putoutthe
new

�re.
Sm

oke
w
a�ed

through
the

cockpitsw
irling

in
the

air
in

tiny
eddies.�

e
sm

ellofburntelectronicsand
busted

engines
hung

heavy
in

the
air.

It
rem

inded
Bishop

of
breakfast.Bishop

groaned
again.

�
eship

lurched
and

jerked
around

asN
ono

de�ly
pi-

loted
itthrough

the
asteroid

�eld.
Everyone

w
as

quiet.
A
�erseveraltensem

om
ents,theA

BC123em
erged

on
the
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